Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County

JANUARY 2021
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation,
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

~ Sea Rocket ~

Board of Directors
President
VACANT
Vice President
VACANT
Treasurer
Patti Larson
Secretary
VACANT

As you can see the Vacant positions to the left, Sea Rocket
needs you to take an active role in keeping our chapter going.
Please contact any committee member if you would like additional details about a position. If these position cannot be
filled by the end of February, we may not be able to recharter
our beloved Sea Rocket Chapter. We don’t want to let our
friends and plants down. Many Hands make Light Work.

Chapter Representative
VACANT

Committees
Membership
Barbara Gwiazda
Education/Outreach
Janina Shoemaker
Nursery
Lois Harris
Hike Leader
Paul Schmalzer, PhD
Newsletter
Jill Whitson
Digital Archivist
David Humphrey
Hospitality
Armand De Filippo

To contact us by email:
searocketfnps@gmail.com
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BREVARD COUNTY ENVIROMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS (EEL) PROGRAM
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Please see the following openings for next week. We are especially in need of volunteers for our upcoming
trail workday the 2nd week in January:
Fox Lake Sanctuary Trail Workdays
Wednesday January 13th, Thursday January 14th, & Friday January 15th HOURS: 9am to 12pm
Grab your hat, sunblock, and water and come help us maintain the trails at Fox Lake Sanctuary. We will be
meeting in the Fox Lake Park parking lot near our trailhead next to the boat ramp (4400 Fox Lake
Road Titusville, FL 32754). Please sign up on the volgistics calendar or call us at 321-264-5185.
Trail Guide:
Weekly Guided Walk - 1 family scheduled: Saturday Jan 3rd: 10am to 10:45am
Greeting at Hike Desk:
This Weekend Saturday Jan 2nd: 12pm to 2pm
Sunday Jan 3rd: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm, 2pm to 4pm
Next Week Tuesday Jan 5th: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm
Wednesday Jan 6th: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm
Thursday Jan 7th: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm
Friday Jan 8th: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm
Saturday Jan 9th: ALL FILLED
Sunday Jan 10th: 9am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm, 2pm to 4pm
Land Management:
Due to all the land management volunteers' hard work we've caught up on our garden maintenance! We'll be
taking a break on our garden workdays the next few weeks and restart at the end of the month.
Fox Lake Trail Workdays Wednesday Jan. 13th: 9am to 12pm
Thursday Jan 14th: 9am to 12pm
Friday Jan 15th: 9am to 12pm
Call or email me to schedule trail trimming during the week. You can sign up on the volgistics calendar or
call me at the center with any questions: 321-264-5185.
Thank you!
Patty Rendon
Education Center Coordinator - Enchanted Forest Sanctuary
Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program
444 Columbia Boulevard, Titusville, FL 32780
Email: Patricia.Rendon@brevardfl.gov
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ENCHANTED FOREST SANCUARY
Friends of the Enchanted Forest, Inc.
invite you to join us on
Saturday, January 2, 2021
from 3:00pm – 4:00pm
for an Online Membership Meeting and Presentation:
"Flock This Way"
and learn more about Florida birding
and migration with the
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary's own Naturalist, Educator, and Amateur Birder
Brittany Gillmor!
This event is free for Friends of the Enchanted Forest, Inc. Members.
A donation of $5.00 per person is suggested for Non-Members.
Join us today at: EnchantedForestFriends.org

Illustrated Plants of Florida and the Coastal Plain
David W. Hall
Second Edition
List Price: $85.00
This extensively illustrated volume is an indispensable identification guide
to nearly 1,400 species of plants, both common and rare, found in Florida
and neighboring coastal states. It contains frequently occurring wildflowers,
shrubs, and herbaceous plants from the region, and includes select grasses, rushes, and trees.
For each species, the book features a carefully rendered illustration, the plant’s vernacular and
scientific names along with synonyms that have been used to refer to it, and a short description
that includes the plant’s habitat, range, frequency, flowering times, and origin. Reflecting recent
changes in classification by using the most current names and taxonomies, this second edition
arranges plant families according to their relationship with each other in a user-friendly system. It
is also updated with over 200 new illustrations.
The book is an ideal resource for both experienced gardeners and beginners, and its images can
serve as a useful supplement to text-based references for professionals. As home landscapers
and horticulture experts turn their attention to the benefits of cultivating native plants, this book
provides vital information on the sources of species Florida residents might encounter, helping
readers navigate the diverse and continually increasing flora of the state.
"Significant. Provides illustrations of many plants in Florida and the southeastern United States, which are unique,
novel, and generally not available for most of the species."—Alan R. Franck, coauthor of Flora of Florida, Volume VII
"A wonderful field guide to Florida plants for newcomers and longtime residents alike."—Patti J. Anderson, botanist,
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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Cocoa Conservation Area
by Tom Choma

Overview

This 166 acre conservation area is located just below RT524. There is no access from RT524, you
have to enter at the end of Cocoa Bay Road.
This is reached by entering the Cocoa Bay Development. Please, mind the speed limit and respect the residents of the development. Drive up
and around to the picnic pavilion. Here you will
find plenty of parking provided around the entrance to the conservation area. There also are
ample picnic tables provided by the city in a well
maintained pavilion. The conservation area itself
is a very nice area with an old homesteader’s
road running through it. I suspect that once upon
a time it was used as the main road over to what
is now RT524 and beyond. As you walk around
the area you will see some remnants left from
the original homesteaders. It has been my experience that the early 1900s history in Florida seems to have been destroyed. Certain remnants
and discoveries from my wanderings (and GEOCaching) in the area are clues to a previous history
now forgotten. I would always like to hear from anyone who knows the history of the area. There is
a pond near the road where I did hear what I believe to be an alligator jumping into the water. I
warn everyone to keep their pets away from this and any pond in Florida. Alligators like the taste of
dog! There is a stone structure near the road which might have been what is left of a bridge or a
dam. I tried working my way off the main roads and trails, but Mother Nature has done a good job of
closing many sections off. Between the thorns, tight brush etc.; it proved to be a formidable task. I
only spent one day there, if you’re into looking for something historical you might want to spend
some time really exploring this conservation area.
As far as just going for a walk or GEOCaching, this
is a very nice spot. I did see some of the locals doing their daily walking along the main road/trail. I
have been asked if there was any unsavory activity
going on in the area considering it is pretty close to
many things. I did not see any signs of unsavory activity, so that is good. I always carry a good pepper
spray dispenser just in case of anything – maybe
even a rabid animal! As I stated earlier, there is a
main road/trail leading over to RT524. Along this
road you will pass through a few ecosystems found
in this section of Florida. There were palmettos,
pines and oaks, as well as some wetlands. There is
a large lake in the conservation area, but I never found an access to it (I did try). There are some
old trails in the oak hammock section of the area which were nice to explore. The only wildlife I
spotted was a rabbit (I did hear the gator). Wildflowers in Brevard during the winter of 2013-2014
were just about nonexistent, that proved true in this area also – no wildflowers!

January 2021

Email us at searocketfnps@gmail.com

page 4

Cocoa Conservation Area
(continued)
Hiking/Walking
I would suggest that as you enter the area from the gate at the parking area, go down the hill
and take the old road to the right and follow it out to RT524. You will pass through some interesting areas. This is not a loop, so head back to the original entrance. Now take the road to
the left, you will pass through both oak tree and pine tree areas. If you follow this you will
loop back to the original parking area. You can see my tracks from my visit below.
Conclusion
This is a very nice area which the city of Cocoa
(with others) has set aside for conservation. If
your into GEOCaching (see my website entry
about it), there are some great caches located
throughout the area. The open roads and trails
are very nice to hike around on. Getting off the
main drag seems to be pretty difficult! If you’re
into challenges, take the time to explore the
places no man seems to have been in a long
time! When you do visit the area and notice
someone looking through the brushes it most
likely is a GEOCacher trying to find a cache
. When visiting, look around at some of the historical items left by the early homesteaders.
Bring a lunch and enjoy the picnic pavilion at the
entrance. Much of it is open so it might not be the
best place to be on a hot Florida day. Overall it is
a very nice place in Cocoa to spend some time.

GPS Locations
Note: can use in Google Earth "Fly to" box - just "copy & paste" the coordinates to Google
Earth to zoom to the spot
• Main Entrance - N28 22.993 W80 46.530
• Parking Area/Picnic Pavilion - N28 23.001 W80 46.701
• Old Dam/Bridge Structure - N28 23.030 W80 46.757
January 2021
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Spermacoce verticillata (sperm-a-KOH-see ver-ti-si-LAH-tuh)
shrubby false buttonwood; whitehead broom. southern larra flower;
This plant, which grows well in my meadow, has a range of invasiveness
from “Not a problem species”1 to being a Category II invasive plant2. From my
observations in my own garden I have found this plant to be a Cat II invasive.
It will attract a variety of bees and wasps3 to its blooms and that is a good
thing. The problem as I see it is that it multiplies rapidly. If this perennial plant
is left to its own devices it will develop a patch and can smother out native
plants. It is a tough plant, but it will break suddenly under strain before the
roots give up. A real back breaker. The University of Florida article even says
that the whitehead broom will root at the nodes. This plant is what I call a
“freebie” in that I did not plant it. I am not against Spermacoce verticullata, oh
contraire, I want to help the Larra bicolor wasp, plus many other pollinators. I just do not
want a monoculture of nonnative, somewhat invasive, plant species in my
native meadow. Eradication efforts are not recommended due to its importance as a nectar source for the Larra bicolor wasp and many other important pollinators. Eradication is not recommended but control is important.
4

Control of the Whitehead broom has been inconclusive. According to the University of
Florida this plant was first noted in South Florida in 1956. Since then it has increased its
range from South Florida to Central Florida and has made a reputation as a problem plant in pastures, and hay fields with few, if any, options for large scale control. Several attempts were made
along Alligator Alley with dismal results. Spot treating with glyphsate (1 to 3%) has shown to be effective in killing this plant. For acreage control Valpar herbicide is recommended 4.
3Larra

bicolor is a parasitoid wasp native to Bolivia. It was introduced into Florida in 1988 as a biological pest control of
the invasive mole crickets. The Larra bicolor wasp in a solitary wasp with no nest to protect. They are not “aggressive”5. These wasps feed on nectar as adults, with the shrubby
false buttonweed (Spermacoce verticillata) preferred. Females hunt mole crickets in the
genus Scapteriscus, stinging them on the underside to paralyze them for several minutes3.
That is enough time to deposit an egg in the hapless mole cricket. The rest of that process
belongs in a Steven King book.
ttps://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/spermacoce-verticillata/
Mole crickets6 are invasive and noted as a serious threat to many plant species in
Florida. Mole crickets have evolved special “hands” that help them tunnel through
your yard eating plant roots. The damage caused by mole crickets would appear as
brown patches of dead or dying turf grass. Mole crickets are active all year. There
are several ways to control them, one being the Larra bicolor wasp.
1

https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/spermacoce-verticillata/

2

https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=1530

3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larra_bicolor

4

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag409

5

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in451

6

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-garden/mole-crickets/

January 2021

Email us at searocketfnps@gmail.com

page 6

CUPLET FERN CHAPTER FROM SEMINOLE COUNTY
INVITATION
On Saturday, January 9, 2021, we will be hosting noted gardening expert, Neta Villalobos-Bell, for
an on-line seminar from 11:00am to 12:15pm. Her topic will be garden planning for the new year exciting ideas for an exciting new year of gardening.
We'd like to invite all of your members to this event.
Complete information about the event can be found at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/plan-for-anew-garden-in-the-new-year-a-special-class-with-neta-tickets-130618755213

Let’s Hit the Trail Again!

BUTTERFLY GARDEN ACTIVITY

Due to COVID-19, the Sea Rocket Chapter
has suspended many of our normal functions
in order to conform with CDC recommendations (which can be viewed at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html).

Join Lois at the Enchanted Forrest
Sanctuary on January 9th from 9am to
1pm. She will be assessing and working
in the gardens if anyone would like to
join me….social distancing will apply.

However, we are considering some small-group hikes that
follow CDC guidelines, as other FNPS chapters and the
Enchanted Forest have done. Please check the January
Calendar on our FNPS website for any hike updates at:
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar/, and our
facebook page for recent posts at:
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapter.

Adopt-a-highway work day is
planned for January 14th, weather
permitting, at 8:00 a.m.
We will be cleaning SR405 in front
of the Enchanted Forest, heading
West.
Bring a hat, gloves, closed toe
shoes or better wear boots, bug
spray and water. It will be an hour
plus to walk the highway.
Contact David Humphrey at
searocketfnps@gmail.com so we
can keep ensure we have enough
supplies for all of the volunteers.
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 321-264-5185
Driving Directions to the Sanctuary:
From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road)
From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road)
From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.
Sanctuary entrance is on the right.

Florida Native Plant Society
For membership information, address change: P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278
Phone: 321-271-6702; Fax: 321-951-1941; Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780

FNPS 2021 Endowment Grant Research Awards, Conservation
Grant Awards and the Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany.
Dr Paul Schmalzer, PhD, Science Committee Chair.


Endowment Research Grant of $1500 or less for research on Native Plants



Conservation Grant of $5000 or less for native plant conservation projects in Florida.



Dan Austin Award for ethnobotany of $1500 to graduate or undergraduate students
who are studying the relationship between people or cultures with native plants.

To apply for a grant application, guidelines can be found on the FNPS web site. Click on “What
we do” => Awards and Grants.
Application deadline is March 5th, 2021. Awards will be announced at the May 2021 Annual
Conference. Awardees do not have to be present to receive their award.
Please send any questions to info@fnps.org.

Be sure to check out the bi-monthly newsletter of the
Florida Native Plant Society

Located online at : http://fnps.org/resources/sabalminor
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