
 Sea Rocket Chapter Update  
                                                                                                July 2026 
  1 

  

 
 

Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

July 2026   

 

Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration  

of native plants and their communities in Florida. 
 

Announcements 
 

2026 Sea Rocket Chapter Scholarship 

Congratulations!!!!! to Olive Nesbitt, our first Sea Rocket Chapter Educational 

Scholarship winner, who was recognized during our June 24th Membership Meeting.    
 

We wish Olive much success in her chosen fields of study: Forest Resources and Conservation. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society Annual Meeting: Mission Statement, Bylaws, and more! 

The Florida Native Plant Society will conduct its Annual Meeting on Saturday July 18th from 10:00am 

to 12:00pm. This will be a virtual meeting. There will be reports on FNPS activities over the last year 

from FNPS Officers and Committees. There will be elections for Officers and Directors. Revisions to 

FNPS Bylaws will be presented for approval. Society awards including the Mentor and Green 

Palmetto Awards will be presented. Additional information will be available soon. Plan to attend if you 

can and learn more about your society. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society Mission Statement 

FNPS is proposing to revise its Mission Statement. The new statement approved by the Board of 

Directors on June 18th is: 
  

To conserve, preserve and restore Florida's native plants and their habitats through  

science-based education, research, advocacy, horticulture, landscaping, and engaged 

participation by our members and communities. 
  

This language will be incorporated into revisions to FNPS Bylaws which will be submitted to members 

for approval at the FNPS Annual Meeting on July 18, 2026. 
 

Sea Rocket Chapter Bylaws 

Guidelines in our Bylaws require annual review and revisions are scheduled for final approval each 

year during the Annual Membership meetings in February. Our current Bylaws received final approval 

from our Membership on February 25, 2026.   
 



 Sea Rocket Chapter Update  
                                                                                                July 2026 
  2 

The Board of Directors began their review of our 2026 Bylaws at their June 2nd meeting, and the 

review will continue monthly until suggestions for revisions are complete and the proposed 2027 

Bylaws has received a Board vote of approval.   
 

The 2027 Proposed Bylaws will be distributed to members with the February 2027 Newsletter/ 

Chapter Update and will be presented to the Membership for final approval at the next Annual 

Membership Meeting, which is scheduled for February 24, 2027.   
 

Members are encouraged to participate in the review process by attending Board meetings, asking 

questions, and providing suggestions which can also be submitted to the Board through 

srsecretary@fnps.org.  
 

2027 Budget 

Review of a draft, proposed budget for 2027 will begin during the July 7th Board meeting. Members 

are encouraged to participate in this review, as well.  A Board vote on the proposed budget is 

scheduled for no later than the October Board meeting so that it can be distributed to Members with 

the November Chapter Update for consideration of approval at the November 18th Membership 

meeting.  As a reminder, the November meeting will be held a week earlier than usual due to the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

2026 Florida Native Plant Steward Certification Program 
FNPS is creating a 2026 Florida Native Plant Steward Certification Program and has offered free 

tuition to two members of each chapter during the first cohort of the Program in exchange for 

feedback before it is formally offered to others.  Megan McCormick and Alyssa Sferrazza will be 

representing our Chapter. 
 

Plant Sale  

Our next public plant sale is not scheduled until Fall, but you can still purchase any plants that are 

remaining in our inventory from 5:30 to 6:00pm before Membership meetings.  You can also check 

out our packets of Florida native plant seeds, which sell for the great price of $2.00 a pack!  
 

Garden Workdays 

Regular garden workdays are suspended during the summer due to heat concerns, but special 

workdays may occur. If you would like to be notified of opportunities that may be scheduled this 

summer, please speak with Paul Schmalzer, or contact him through schmalzp@digital.net. 
 

Posters 

You can pick up a FREE copy of the Florida’s Butterflies, Caterpillars, and Their Host Plants II 

poster by visiting a Sea Rocket Chapter Membership meeting, plant sale, or other outreach. Supplies 

are limited, so we hope you’ll visit us soon!   

 

Newsletter Editor Needed 

Are you interested in joining the Sea Rocket Chapter Board?  Our Newsletter Editor position is open 

and other Board members who have been keeping everyone updated with Chapter activities through 

the smaller, monthly Chapter Updates need your help.  Multiple members of the Chapter will be 

mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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contributing write-ups, photos and other materials to the newsletters, so all the work will not fall on 

one person.  Attendance at most Board meetings is a requirement for this, and all other Board 

positions. 
 

Outreach Reports  

June 24th  Membership Meeting by Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Our June Speaker was Patrick Mugan, from Dark Sky International.  
 

Patrick Mugan, a volunteer with Dark Sky International, was the speaker for our June membership 

meeting. He spoke on Protecting the Night for Future Generations. Dark Sky International is 

concerned with the effects of light pollution. 
 

Artificial lighting at night has widespread impacts and has been increasing at about 10% per year 

since 2012. There are multiple aspects to light pollution. Sky glow is the brightening of the night sky 

over cities. Glare is excessive brightness, for example headlights. Light trespass is light extending 

beyond property boundaries where it is not wanted or needed. Light clutter is excessive grouping of 

lights. 
 

Effects of light pollution are varied and widespread. Excessive outdoor lighting wastes tremendous 

amounts of energy and billions of dollars per year contributing to greenhouse gas emissions and 

climate change. It interferes with astronomical observations and research as well as the cultural 

heritage of being able to experience the night sky. Currently 80% of the US population can no longer 

see the Milky Way at night. 
 

Life on Earth evolved with circadian rhythms of light and dark. Artificial light at night disrupts animals 

and plants. Hatching sea turtles become disoriented by lights and move inland rather than toward the 

ocean. Many birds migrate at night and are drawn off course by brightly lit cities. Millions of birds die 

due to collisions with illuminated buildings and towers. Many insects are active at night including 

moths, which are also important pollinators. Lighting disrupts the breeding of bioluminescent 

organisms such as fireflies. Even spawning of coral reef organisms historically tied to phases of the 

moon can be disrupted by artificial light. The growing season of temperate region deciduous trees 

can be extended by artificial light making them vulnerable to ice storms. There are many other 

examples. 
 

There are ways to reduce light pollution while retaining necessary uses. Use lights only when and 

where needed. Shield and aim lights so they are directed to the ground not up to the sky. Lights 

should be no brighter than necessary. Use timers and motion sensors so lights are on only when 

needed. Use warm-colored (amber tone) lights whenever possible. Some communities are adopting 

lighting ordinances to reduce light pollution. In June 2023, the City of Groveland became certified as 

the first International Dark Sky Community in Florida and the Southeastern United States. 
 

For more information see www.DarkSky.org. 

 

  

http://www.darksky.org/
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Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember 
All events are held at the EEL Program’s Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, unless noted otherwise. 

July 7th Board Meeting 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Members are always invited to attend Board meetings where upcoming discussions will include 
Chapter Bylaws and our 2027 Budget. 
 

July 18th FNPS Annual Meeting 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Additional information will be distributed soon! 
 

July 22nd Next Membership Meeting 6:00 – 8:00pm  

Speaker: Russ Hansen, Topic: Invasive Plants of Central Florida 
 

We’re excited to welcome Sea Rocket Chapter member Russ Hansen as our July 22nd Membership 
Meeting speaker!! 
 

Russ Hansen is a native of Niagara Falls, NY and has lived in Titusville for the past 13 years. A 
lifelong outdoorsman, Russ is a lifelong hunter, fisher, and conservationist. He retired from the US 
Army after 21 years, and for the last 10 years worked for the National Park Service at Canaveral 
National Seashore. There, he worked as a park ranger and a biological science technician. He 
primarily worked for the sea turtle nesting program, while also working in invasive plant management 
and habitat restoration. He currently works for the US Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health and Inspection Service as a biological science technician where he continues to help with sea 
turtle conservation and removing invasive species to help restore natural areas and degraded 
habitats. 
 

Russ has a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Florida in Environmental Management in 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, and a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Maryland in 
Finance and Economics.   
 

In Other News 
Florida Native Seed Partnership News  

The Florida Native Seed Partnership’s next quarterly bulletin will be distributed on July 1st.  The 

bulletin includes Partnership updates, educational resources, survey opportunities and the latest 

news impacting Florida’s native seed industry.  If you would like to join their mailing list, email 

ARieman@FlaWildflowers.org to subscribe. 
 

City of Titusville Adopts Urban Forest Management Plan 

On June 9th, the Titusville City Council adopted an extensive Urban Forest Management Plan. This 

plan seeks to increase tree canopy in Titusville by strategically planting trees on City owned property, 

including parks and along streets. 75% of the trees planted are required to be native trees, with 25% 

wildlife value species. The trees planted will reduce temperatures, reduce stormwater runoff into the 

Lagoon, provide wildlife habitat, and beautify our community. 
  

The City is planning to launch the Urban Forest Management Plan with an opening ceremony at 

9:00am at  Sand Point Park on July 24th. The opening ceremony will include a tree planting event by 

the Titusville Tree Team, with volunteers planting native canopy trees along the trail leading to 

mailto:ARieman@FlaWildflowers.org
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Neptune's Statue, and in other locations at Sand Point Park. Volunteers are encouraged to bring their 

own shovel. Children are welcome if accompanied by an adult. Additional details are still being  

determined.  For more information, contact Kay St. Onge with the Titusville Tree Team,  

stongekay@yahoo.com. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 July 7th – Board Meeting 

 July 18th – FNPS Annual Meeting  

 July 22nd – Membership Meeting 

 August 4th – Board Meeting 

 August 26th – Membership Meeting 

 

Remember… 
All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free,  

and open to the public. 
 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Tell your family, friends and neighbors! 
 

 
 

SEA ROCKET CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 
Vice-President: OPEN 
Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Secretary: Alyssa Sferrazza 
Chapter Representative: Elizabeth Bishop 
Field Trip Leader: Paul Schmalze, Ph.D. 

Education/Outreach: Beverly Lewis 
Newsletter: OPEN 
(Chapter Update: acting Laura Covel) 
Social Media: Laura Covel 
Hospitality: John Stiner 
At Large: Jesse Baker 

 

 

For additional information…… 

Facebook 

 
 

Instagram 

 
 

Website 

 

Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 

Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar  
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/searocket.fnps/ 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/  
 
 

 

mailto:stongekay@yahoo.com
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
https://www.instagram.com/searocket.fnps/
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
https://www.fnps.org/
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Sea Rocket Chapter 

2026 Meeting Schedule 
 

January 
6th Board 

July 
7th Board 

28th  Membership 22nd Membership 

February 
3rd Board 

August 
4th Board 

25th  Membership 26th Membership 

March 
3rd Board 

September 
1st  Board 

28th  Spring Picnic 23rd Membership 

April 
7th Board 

October 
6th Board 

22nd  Membership 28th  Membership 

May 
5th Board 

November 
3rd Board 

27th Membership 18th  Membership 

June 
2nd Board 

December 
1st Board 

24th Membership Holiday Gathering TBD 

 

 

 

 

 


