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Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

May 2026 

Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration  

of native plants and their communities in Florida. 
 

Announcements 

Sea Rocket Chapter Scholarship Applications - due May 15th 

Time is running out to apply for the Sea Rocket Chapter’s first $500.00 educational scholarship which 

will be awarded to a lucky Brevard County applicant this summer. A copy of the application can be 

downloaded from the Home Page of our website https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/.   
 

Scholarship requirements are:  

 Open to graduating high school seniors or current college students working toward a degree or 

career in environmental protection or conservation. 

 Must be a current resident of Brevard County or a graduate of a Brevard County high school 

(including homeschool). 

 Preference will be given to new applicants who are specifically studying or working with native 

plants, and/or have an existing relationship with the Sea Rocket Chapter through meeting 

attendance and/or volunteering. 

 Applications must be submitted by May 15th to SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG. 

 Each Board member will review all applications and select their top applicants by May 31st. 

 Applicants will be discussed and a winner will be selected at the June Board meeting. 

 The winner will be announced June 15th and presented with a check at the June or July 

General Membership meeting.  They will be expected to send the Chapter an update 6 months 

later to let us know how their studies are going. 
 

Please contact SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG if you have any questions or would like more 

information. 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter Bylaws 

Guidelines in our Bylaws require that they be reviewed annually. Our last review was approved by our 

Membership during the annual meeting on February 25th and distributed to our Membership on April 

20th with the agenda for the April Membership meeting. A copy was forwarded to state FNPS offices 

on May 7th.   
 

We’ll begin our next annual review a bit earlier this year.  Stay tuned for more information! 
 

https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG
mailto:SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG
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2026 Plant ID Retreat: FNPS's First Weekend Plant ID Retreat in the Apalachicola River Region 

Hot off the FNPS Press! 

June 12, 2026 - June 14, 2026     FNPS Members Only 

We're excited to announce something we've never done before: a small-group weekend retreat in one of 

Florida's most botanically extraordinary landscapes. 
 

Join us June 12–14, 2026, in the Apalachicola River region for our inaugural Plant ID Retreat, led by field 

botanist and FNPS Director of North Florida Programs, Lilly Anderson-Messec. Over the course of the 

weekend, Lilly will guide the group through sandhill bluffs and steephead ravine ecosystems home to rare 

endemic species, including the critically endangered Torreya taxifolia, while building your plant 

identification skills using a scope and dichotomous key. 
 

The retreat is based at a stunning private property, where participants will share meals prepared by FNPS 

Director of Communications (and skilled home chef!) Valerie Anderson and spend evenings working 

through plant IDs as a community. Every registration directly funds the conservation, education, and 

advocacy work that keeps Florida's native landscapes intact. 

Spots are strictly limited, FNPS Members only.   
 

For more information, see https://www.fnps.org/plant-id-retreat.  

 

Outreach Reports  

 April 4th Garden Workday 9:00 to11:00am Lead Paul Schmalzer Volunteer Opportunity!   
Jesse, Alyssa, and Paul worked in the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Gardens where they cleaned 

up from the recent freeze. 

 April 18th OUTREACH Earth Day at Enchanted Forest Report by Beverly Lewis, Lead 

It was a beautiful day at The Enchanted Forest Earth Day Festival! The many interesting 
presentations and exhibits made for a wonderful way to celebrate our wonderful planet. Sea 
Rocket Chapter was part of the celebration, sharing our personal stories about our gardens and 
the informative literature from FNPS and the Wildflower Association.  We thank our wonderful 
volunteers Russ, David, Lewis, Autumn, and Heather for spending their day spreading our 
important message about preserving our Florida flora and fauna. We appreciate the support and 
enthusiasm of our volunteers.  It keeps our Chapter going strong! 

 April 18th Earth Day at Enchanted Forest Plant Sale 

Volunteers in the plant sale area spoke with a LOT of folks who are newly interested in Florida 
native plants and although some bought a bunch, there were many families happily walking 
around with one or two Florida natives.  Approximately 150 Florida native plants found new homes 
during this event!  Thank you Megan, Adeline, Alyssa, Jesse, and Paul for volunteering for this 
plant sale. Remember, although all Sea Rocket events are free and open to the public, Chapter 
members are eligible for discounts during our plant sales throughout the year.  Our next sale is 
planned from 9:30am – 1:30pm on May 16th.  Come early for the best selection! 

 

  

https://www.fnps.org/plant-id-retreat
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 April 22nd Membership Meeting Report by Dr. Paul Schmalzer 

Mike Owen was our speaker for the April 22nd Membership meeting speaking on The Native 

Epiphytes of the Fakahatchee Strand State Park. Mike is retired from the Florida State Parks 

where he spent 30 years as the Biologist at Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park in 

Southwest Florida.  

Fakahatchee Strand is the largest strand swamp in Florida, and in the world, as this vegetation 

type is unique to Florida. It is about 20 miles long (north to south) and 3-4 miles wide. The 

southern 15 miles are in the State Park while the northern 5 miles are in Florida Panther National 

Wildlife Refuge. This deep swamp formed about 4,500 years ago through the chemical erosion of 

a limestone valley. Most of it is flooded for 9-10 months a year and remains humid even when not 

flooded. This creates a unique environment and microclimate that supports many species not 

found elsewhere in Florida. The high humidity buffers temperatures limiting the impacts of frosts 

and freezes. Epiphytes are sensitive to desiccation from droughts or freezes and to fire. The 

extended hydroperiod and constant humidity has allowed many epiphytes to survive in the 

Fakahatchee Strand. 

Old growth cypress (Taxodium) was important in this system historically but was logged between 

1944-1954 before the strand was state property. Regrowing cypress, royal palm (Roystonea 

regia), pop ash (Fraxinus caroliniana), and pond apple (Annona glabra) are important tree 

species. 

There were extensive populations of epiphytic bromeliads, particularly Giant airplant (Tillandsia 

utriculata), Cardinal airplant (Tillandsia fasciculata), both occurring in Brevard County, and West 

Indian tufted airplant (Guzmania monostachia) in the Fakahatchee Strand. The Mexican bromeliad 

beetle (introduced to Florida in1989) decimated these bromeliad populations with the loss of about 

95% of the large Tillandsia utriculata, 80-90% of the large Tillandsia fasciculata, and 50% of the 

large Guzmania monostachia. When the populations of the large airplants crashed so did the 

weevil populations. There is now some recovery of the Tillandsia species and about a 50% 

recovery of the Guzmania population. Fourteen of the sixteen bromeliads in Florida occur in 

Fakahatchee Strand. These include three species of Strap airplant (Catopsis) and additional 

species of Tillandsia.  

Epiphytic ferns are abundant in the Fakahatchee Strand. These include Hand fern (Ophioglossum 

palmatum) (also found in Brevard), Narrow strap fern (Camplyoneurum angustifolium), Tailed strap 

fern (Camplyoneurum costatum), and Eared spleenwort (Asplenium erosum).  

Fakahatchee Strand is particularly rich in epiphytic orchids. Many of these originated in South or 

Central America and moved north through the Caribbean. Some reached Florida transported by 

hurricanes or birds. Fakahatchee Strand, as the largest strand swamp in Florida, is the largest 

target of potential habitat for these dispersing plants. Epiphytic orchids in Florida include more 

widespread species such as Florida butterfly orchid (Encyclilia tampensis), found in Brevard, and 

others that are uncommon to rare such as Night-scented orchid (Epidendrum nocturnum), Dingy-

flowered star orchid (Epidendrum anceps), Cowhorn orchid (Cyrtopodium punctatum), Moss 
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orchid (Cranichis muscosa), and others. The charismatic and endangered Ghost orchid 

(Dendrophylax lindenii) occurs here, as well.  Poaching is a threat to these rare orchids, along with 

hydrologic alterations and climate changes, even in conservation lands. 

 April 25th OUTREACH Bees, Butterflies, and Blooms Festival 9:00am to 3:00pm  

Lead Beverly Lewis   Volunteers were buzz, buzz, busy!! all day for the 4th Annual Spring Fling 

and Bees, Butterflies, and Blooms Festival at the Brevard Discovery Garden adjacent to the 

UF/IFAS Extension Office in Cocoa, and sponsored in partnership with the Brevard Backyard 

Beekeepers.  Attendees were treated to educational workshops, presentations, exhibits and home 

baked goodies in the Extension Office, while other vendors and displays were in the Discovery 

Garden and adjacent field.  Activities in those areas included education booths, plant sales, honey 

products, food trucks, and more!  
 

Thank you Beverly, Jesse, Alyssa, Elizabeth, Laura and Paul for volunteering your time and 

sharing your knowledge with the many folks who were interested in learning more about Florida 

native plants and their importance to Florida’s native insects and other animals. 
 

The Sea Rocket Chapter’s Education Booth offered a large variety of educational brochures, 

along with the latest FNPS/Florida Wildflower Foundation butterfly poster Florida’s Butterflies, 

Caterpillars, and Their Host Plants, all offered at no charge.  We were excited at the number of 

kids who wanted a butterfly poster of their very own!  Our seed packets, and Sea Rocket Chapter 

T-Shirts sales were also quite successful! 
 

You can pick up a FREE copy of the Florida’s Butterflies, Caterpillars, and Their Host 

Plants by visiting a Sea Rocket Chapter outreach, plant sale, or membership meeting.  

Supplies are limited, so we hope you’ll visit us soon. 

Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember 
All events are held at the EEL Program’s Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, unless noted otherwise. 

 May 2nd Garden Workday 9:00 – 11:00am 

If you would like to join us, please wear closed-toe shoes, dress for the weather, and bring 

water.  Working in the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Butterfly Gardens is a great way to 

learn about Florida’s native plants, meet new friends, and get some fresh air! 

 May 5th Board Meeting 6:00 – 8:00pm 

Members are always invited! 

 Plant Sale May 16th 9:30am – 1:30pm  Volunteer Opportunity! 

Please contact Megan McCormick srtreasurer@fnps.org if you would like to volunteer for 

this sale.  

 May 27th Membership Meeting 6:00 – 8:00pm 

Our May Speaker will be Skip Healey, from Change of Greenery, in Melbourne.  
 

mailto:srtreasurer@fnps.org
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Skip is a Brevard native and grew up in West Melbourne.  He graduated from Melbourne Central 
Catholic High School and earned a Bachelors in Agribusiness with a Horticulture minor from 
Mississippi State University.  After college, he interned at The Land Pavilion in Walt Disney World's 
EPCOT, and since has managed greenhouse and nursery operations in Sarasota, Indian River, 
and Brevard Counties.  
 

Skip established Change of Greenery in 2018 to implement Florida native & edible landscapes that 
provide habitat to native pollinators and wildlife. He takes pride in using sustainable approaches, 
without the use of harmful chemicals, and in order to preserve Brevard’s natural beauty.  They 
design, build & maintain landscapes for residential and commercial properties using methods and 
plants that preserve and protect our fragile ecosystem 

  

In Other News 
Report Invasive Species with IvGot1 

As reported by the FNPS Suncoast Chapter and recently shared on the Sea Rocket Chapter 

Facebook page: 
 

IvGot1 is a free, easy-to-use app that helps people document observations of invasive species they encounter in everyday 

places – from yards and parks to roadsides and natural areas. 
 

Submissions help build a clearer picture of where invasive species are spreading, which supports research, education, and 

long-term ecosystem care.  Learning how to recognize and document invasive species is one way people can contribute to 

healthier landscapes and protect native plants and wildlife. 
 

For more information, and to find out where to download the free app see https://www.eddmaps.org.  

 

Remember… 

All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free, and open to the public. All Are Welcome!   

Tell your family, friends and neighbors! 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 May 2nd – Garden Workday 

 May 5th – Board Meeting 

 May 16th – Plant Sale 

 May 27th – Membership Meeting 

 June 2nd – Board Meeting 

 June 15th – Scholarship Winner Announcement 

 June 24th – Membership Meeting 

  

https://www.eddmaps.org/
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 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 
Vice-President: OPEN 
Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Secretary: Alyssa Sferrazza 
Chapter Representative: Elizabeth Bishop 
Field Trip Leader: Paul Schmalzer 

Education/Outreach: Beverly Lewis 
At-Large: Jesse Baker 
Social Media: Laura Covel 
Hospitality: John Stiner 
Newsletter/Chapter Update: OPEN (Laura Covel, acting) 

Membership: Beverly Lewis 
Plant Sales/Gardens: Megan McCormick, Paul Schmalzer 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Want to know more??  For additional information… 

Facebook 

 

                                        Instagram 
 

 
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 

Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 

2026 Meeting Schedule 
 

January 
6th Board 

July 
7th Board 

28th  Membership 22nd Membership 

February 
3rd Board 

August 
4th Board 

25th  Membership 26th Membership 

March 
3rd Board 

September 
1st  Board 

28th  Spring Picnic 23rd Membership 

April 
7th Board 

October 
6th Board 

22nd  Membership 28th  Membership 

May 
5th Board 

November 
3rd Board 

27th Membership 18th  Membership 

June 
2nd Board 

December 
1st Board 

24th Membership Holiday Gathering TBD 

 

https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
https://www.fnps.org/

