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Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

April 2026 
Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration  

of native plants and their communities in Florida. 
 

Announcements 

Sea Rocket Chapter Scholarship 

During the February 3rd Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors meeting, the Board approved a 

motion regarding the general concept of a $500.00 annual educational scholarship, beginning this 

budget year, that Megan McCormick proposed for students working toward a degree or career in 

environmental protection or conservation. The motion was approved, on the condition that the general 

concept was approved by the Membership, as required, since the amount exceeds $300.00. 
 

Basic criteria for the proposed scholarship were reviewed during the February 25th Membership 

meeting with clarification that the Board would work out further details. Clarification was also provided 

that consideration for continuing the scholarship would be part of the annual budget process each 

year. During that meeting, the membership approved a motion supporting the general concept for this 

scholarship. 
 

On March 3rd, the Board approved final guidelines outlining the Scholarship process and 

requirements as follows: 

 Open to graduating high school seniors or current college students working toward a degree or 

career in environmental protection or conservation. 

 Must be a current resident of Brevard County or a graduate of a Brevard County high school 

(including homeschool). 

 Preference will be given to new applicants who are specifically studying or working with native 

plants, and/or have an existing relationship with the Sea Rocket Chapter through meeting 

attendance and/or volunteering. 

 Applications must be submitted by May 15th to SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG. 

 Each Board member will review all applications and select their top applicants by May 31st. 

 Applicants will be discussed and a winner will be selected at the June Board meeting. 

 The winner will be announced June 15th and presented with a check at the June or July 

General Membership meeting.  They will be expected to send the Chapter an update 6 months 

later to let us know how their studies are going. 

A copy of the application is provided as an attachment to this Chapter Update. 

mailto:SRTREASURER@FNPS.ORG
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Next Plant Sale April 18th Volunteer Opportunity!  

We’ll be participating in the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary’s Earth Day Celebration on April 18th with a 

plant sale from 10:00am to 2:00pm!  Note: This sale begins at 10:00am to correspond with the 

opening of the event. Please arrive after 10:00am.  Thank you!  

As always, we’ll share a list of plants we expect to have available about a week before the sale and 

remember, Sea Rocket Chapter members are eligible for discounts!  Volunteering for our plant sales 

is a great way to see and learn about new Florida natives. 

 

FNPS Membership Dues 

Per recent communication from the Florida Native Plant Society, beginning April 1, 2026, and for the 

first time in 16 years, FNPS membership dues will be increasing to the following rates: 

 Individual membership: $50 

 Household membership: $90 
 

If you are currently enrolled in auto-renewal, your next renewal will reflect the updated rate. However, 

if you renew by March 31, 2026, you'll lock in today's rate for another full year, extended from 

your current expiration date rather than from today. 

 

Outreach Reports 

March 7th Garden Day 

Thank you to Alyssa, Jesse, Madeline, Penelope, and Sable who joined us for our March Garden 

Workday at the Enchanted Forest.  Our next workday will be on April 4th.  
 

March 14th Spring Fling at The Great Outdoors 

We had an exciting day manning our educational booth at The Great Outdoors Nature Center Spring 

Festival, in Titusville, where we met lots of new folks and shared information about Florida native 

plants, our Chapter, and the upcoming plant sale. Thank you Beverly, Megan, and Russ! 
 

March 21st Plant Sale  

WOW!!!   Our March 21st plant sale was a SELL OUT!! 

That morning, we had over 200 Florida Native Plants available for purchase, but thanks to our great 

team, new advertising (thank you Megan!), and maybe the recent cold spell, every plant was gone 

before 1:00pm. Thank you Beverly, Jesse, Alyssa, Megan, Adaline, John, Paul and Laura for getting 

our spring sale season off to a great start!  Information on our next sale, which will be held on April 

18th is provided later in this Update. 
 

March 28th Annual Bring-A-Dish Picnic and Plant Exchange  

Quail Pavilion (#5) Fox Lake Park, Titusville  

Thank you John Stiner for arranging another great Spring Picnic and plant exchange. The weather 

was perfect for our sixteen attendees and the food was yummy.  Plants for sharing included scarlet 

hibiscus, elderberry, tropical sage, spiderwort, sunflowers, mimosa, and more! 
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Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember   

All events are held at the EEL Program’s Enchanted Forest Sanctuary,  

unless noted otherwise. 
 

 April 4th Garden Workday 9:00 to11:00am Lead Paul Schmalzer Volunteer Opportunity!   
If you would like to participate, please dress for the weather, wear close-toe shoes, and bring 

water and a hat.  If you would like to bring your own garden tools, feel free to do so.  We’ll have 

other tools available to loan out. We hope you’ll join us! 

 April 7th Board Meeting  6:00pm 

Chapter Members are always welcome to attend. 

 April 18th OUTREACH  Earth Day at Enchanted Forest and Plant Sale, 10:00am to 2:00pm 

Volunteer Opportunity!  Lead Beverly Lewis 

Plant sale begins at 10:00am to correspond with the Sanctuary event.  
 

We’ll be having a plant sale and an educational table when the Enchanted Forest celebrates 

Earth Day on April 18th!  There will be lots of exhibitors and vendors, live music, food trucks, guest 

speakers, and more!  We invite anyone who is interested in volunteering to help man our table to 

contact Beverly at bslewis53@outlook.com.  It is a fun day in one of our most beautiful, protected 

spaces, so come and help us spread our most important message. Hope to see you all there!!  

 April 22nd Next Membership Meeting 

Speaker: Mike Owen 

Topic: The Native Epiphytes of the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park 

Mike worked as a Field Tech with the Florida Department of Natural Resources Fisheries-

Independent Monitoring Program at the Florida Marine Research Institute in St. Petersburg, 

Florida from 1989 to 1992.  He received a B.S. degree in Zoology from the University of South 

Florida, Tampa, in 1991, and in 1992, he began work with the Florida Park Service as a Park 

Ranger at Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero, Florida. 

Mike began work as the Park Biologist at the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park in October 

1993 and he continued there through May 2023.  His duties included hydrological monitoring, 

surveys for endangered or threatened plant species, herbarium collection, wildlife observations 

and monitoring including road-kill data, vertebrate species list, plant species list, invasive plant 

treatments, participating in prescribed burns, and conducting interpretive programs involving 

swamp walks, power point programs and other guided walks. 

During his years working for the Florida Park Service, he received many awards such as the Hank 

Smith Award for Excellence in Research, District 4 Employee of The Year and a Davis Productivity 

award.  He was honored as the Florida Forest Conservationist of the year by the Florida Wildlife 

Federation in 2014. Collier County Audubon Society named him a Fellow in 2001.  In addition, he 

has appeared in many documentaries as well as numerous magazine and newspaper articles 

about the swamp and his work. 

mailto:bslewis53@outlook.com
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In retirement Mike is continuing epiphyte surveys in the sloughs of the Big Cypress swamp region 

during the winter months.  He now lives with his wife Donna, in Melbourne, Florida and is enjoying 

the challenge of learning new plant species in Brevard and other nearby counties. 
 

This  presentation for the Sea Rocket Chapter will focus on the native orchids, bromeliads and 

epiphytic ferns of the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park.  We hope you’ll join us! 

 April 25th OUTREACH Bees, Butterflies, and Blooms Festival 9:00am to 3:00pm Volunteer 

Opportunity!   Please contact Beverly Lewis at  blewis53@outlook.com  if you would like to 

volunteer.  This year’s family-friendly Festival will be a joint effort between the Brevard Discovery 

Garden and Brevard Backyard Beekeepers where you can shop for plants, gardening, and 

beekeeper supplies, attend educational workshops and presentations, and see lots of exhibits. 

They will have children’s programs, adoptable pets from local rescue organizations.  Food trucks, 

ice cream, and other snacks will also be available. The festival will be held at the UF/IFAS 

Extension Office, 3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa.  

For event updates see: Facebook.com/Brevard Discovery Garden, or 

Facebook.com/BrevardBeekeepers. 

 May 15th 

Last day to submit 2026 Sea Rocket Chapter scholarship application. 

 Mark Your Calendars Now!  

The 44th Florida Native Plant Society Conference A Living Mosaic – Connecting People, Plants, 

and Places will be held in Daytona Beach from April 1st – April 4th 2027. 

In Other News 
Earth Day 2026 
Every year since 1970, first in America and then throughout the world, we celebrate Earth Day on 

April 22nd.  To learn more about Earth Day’s history, visit https://www.earthday.org.  

 

The Secret Lives of Florida’s Native Plants (and the Animals that Love them!) 

Sunday, April 26th 2:00-3:00pm. Cape Center, 105 Polk Avenue, Cape Canaveral 

Join Mark Kateli, Advanced Florida Master Naturalist, past-president of the Florida Native Plant 

Society, and current president of the Cuplet Fern Chapter, for a special educational event honoring 

the 25th Anniversary of the Florida Master Naturalist Program!  

Admission is FREE and open to the public. This game-based program is dedicated to the beauty and 

importance of Florida’s native plants and the vital roles native plants play in our environment - with a 

special nod here-and-there to the animals that rely on them. We’ll share in the “conscience of 

mankind” that Dr. Archie Carr so famously championed. This event is co-sponsored by the Sea 

Rocket Chapter. To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-secret-lives-of-floridas-native-plants-

and-the-insects-who-love-them-tickets-1980999605146?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.  

  

mailto:blewis53@outlook.com
https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-secret-lives-of-floridas-native-plants-and-the-insects-who-love-them-tickets-1980999605146?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-secret-lives-of-floridas-native-plants-and-the-insects-who-love-them-tickets-1980999605146?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Florida Wildflower Foundation Seedlings for Schools Grant 

Applications for the Florida Wildflower Foundation Seedlings for Schools grant are being accepted 

now through April 30th.  Learn more and apply here: https://www.flawildflowers.org/seedings-for-

schools/.  

 

Online Invasive Plants Course 

The University of Florida’s Florida Master Naturalist Program, will be offering an online Invasive 

Plants Course live via Zoom from April 18th to May 16th. This 24-hour course includes 12 hours of 

presentations and discussions, with an additional 12 hours of self-guided field trips and other 

activities.  Students will receive a Certificate of Completion, embroidered patch, lapel pin, and Florida 

Master Naturalist Program Manual.  Course fee: $250-$295; scholarships available.   
 

For more information and to register: https://masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu.  
 

Report Invasive Species with IvGot1 

As reported by the FNPS Suncoast Chapter and recently shared on the Sea Rocket Chapter 

Facebook page: 
 

IvGot1 is a free, easy-to-use app that helps people document observations of invasive species they 

encounter in everyday places – from yards and parks to roadsides and natural areas. 
 

Submissions help build a clearer picture of where invasive species are spreading, which supports 

research, education, and long-term ecosystem care.  Learning how to recognize and document 

invasive species is one way people can contribute to healthier landscapes and protect native plants 

and wildlife. 
 

For more information, and to find out where to download the free app see https://www.eddmaps.org.  
 

T-shirts 

We just received our latest shipment of new shirts.  Check them out!! 

 

 Sea Rocket Chapter events are free, and open to the public.  

Tell your family, friends and neighbors! 

All Are Welcome!   

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 
Vice-President: OPEN 
Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Secretary: Alyssa Sferrazza 
Chapter Representative: Elizabeth Bishop 
Field Trip Leader: Paul Schmalzer 

Education/Outreach: Beverly Lewis 
At-Large: Jesse Baker 
Social Media: Laura Covel 
Hospitality: John Stiner 
Newsletter/Chapter Update: OPEN (Laura Covel, acting) 
Membership: Beverly Lewis 

Plant Sales/Gardens: Megan McCormick, Paul Schmalzer 
 

 

https://www.flawildflowers.org/seedings-for-schools/
https://www.flawildflowers.org/seedings-for-schools/
https://masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.eddmaps.org/
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Want to know more??  For additional information… 

 

Facebook 
 

 

             Instagram 
 

 
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 

Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 
 
  

 

_ 

 
 

Sea Rocket Chapter 

2026 Meeting Schedule 
 

January 
6th Board 

July 
7th Board 

28th  Membership 22nd Membership 

February 
3rd Board 

August 
4th Board 

25th  Membership 26th Membership 

March 
3rd Board 

September 
1st  Board 

28th  Spring Picnic 23rd Membership 

April 
7th Board 

October 
6th Board 

22nd  Membership 28th  Membership 

May 
5th Board 

November 
3rd Board 

27th Membership 18th  Membership 

June 
2nd Board 

December 
1st Board 

24th Membership Holiday Gathering TBD 

 

https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
https://www.fnps.org/

