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Announcements

Next Membership Meeting - January 28"
Speaker: Nichole Perna

Topic: Within the Tides, Managing Lands within the Archie Carr Refuge
Nichole Perna, Land Management Superintendent for the Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL)
Program’s South Beach Region’s sanctuaries and Barrier Island Center in Melbourne Beach, will be
sharing her expertise on land management for the unique habitats in the South Beach area.

Here’s Nichole's bio:

| grew up on a small barrier island in Brigantine, New Jersey where | spent days playing and
exploring on its beaches and bays with my father. | attended Stockton College studying Marine
Biology and researching diamondback terrapins. | interned at the Marine Mammal Stranding Center
rehabbing seals, dolphins and sea turtles. | moved to Florida after graduating and began work with
Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered Lands Program (EEL) restoring coastal habitats and
providing passive recreation and environmental education opportunities. During this time, | earned my
Master's degree in Ecological Restoration from UF, got married and had a beautiful daughter. We
spend our days in the water of course surfing, boating and exploring. | am the new Land
Management Superintendent for the EEL Program’s South Beaches Region where | manage the
Barrier Island Center, the EEL Program's education Center within the Archie Carr Refuge.

2026 Sea Rocket Chapter Budget

As reported last month, the Proposed 2026 Sea Rocket Chapter Budget, which was approved by the
Board of Directors on October 7™, was unanimously approved by the General Membership on
November 19". A copy of the approved budget is being distributed with this month’s Chapter Update.

What’s Blooming in Your Yard?

Remember to take a few pictures of your favorite Florida native plant throughout the year so that
when we have our next What’s In Your Yard? presentation, we can show members how our natives
look throughout the year. Don’t send in the pictures yet though, we’ll do a call out when it's time to
prepare for the next presentation update.
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February 25th Annual Membership Meeting — Election of Chapter Officers
(President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary)

This year, our entire Board of Directors agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee. They will be
having a final vote on this year’s Nominating Committee Report during their next meeting on January
6. The 2026 Report will be distributed with the February Chapter Update for consideration in the
election of our Chapter Officers on February 25,

Committee Chairpersons

Terms for Committee Chairpersons, At-Large Board members, and our Chapter Representative, are
one-year terms which officially begin in March, although new appointments can be made, as needed.
Appointments are made by the President and require Board approval. During the Board’s December
meeting, discussions occurred regarding several positions. Stay tuned to find out how things play
out!

There are many ways you can support our Chapter without being a Board member. Volunteers are
always needed for garden workdays, plant sales, as committee members, and at our outreach booth
during festivals and other events. Participating in field trips, attending membership meetings,
following our Facebook page, and sharing information with others about upcoming events are other
great ways to support our Chapter.

Remember...All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free, and open to members of
the public. All Are Welcome! Tell your family, friends and neighbors!

Next Plant Sale march 21+ Volunteer Opportunity!

Plans are underway for our first Spring plant sale on Saturday, March 21st. Mark your calendars now
so you’ll have plenty of time to walk a trail or check out the Education Center while you're visiting the
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.

By the way, we still have a few plants left from the November 15™ sale that will be available for
purchase on January 7" from 9:00 — 11:00am, during our Garden Workday, and on January 28™ from
5:00 — 5:45pm, immediately prior to the Membership meeting. See Rocket Chapter members are
eligible for discounts!

FNPS - Website and Membership Database  https://www.fnps.org/

FNPS is in the process of updating the website and membership database. Although there are

a few snags, you should be able to double-check your membership status online, and print new
membership cards, as needed. Members who were previously on auto-renewal will need to renew
their membership manually.

Please take a moment to establish a membership account through the website and check your
membership status. We’ll have more information as things progress.
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FNPS - Eco Action Alerts

FNPS is currently tracking policy across the state. You can sign up to be notified when your voice
can help protect native plants and native plant communities!

To sign up visit: https://www.fnps.org/ecoaction-alerts#. You do not have to be an FNPS member to
receive the alerts.

Outreach Reports

December 6" Garden Workday

Thank you, Woody, Leona, Alyssa, Madeline, Jesse, and Paul who worked in the Gardens last
month. The team planted two corky stem passionflowers (Passiflora suberosa), two Bahama
cassias (Senna mexicana var. chapmanii), and two Adam’s needles (Yucca filamentosa) in
addition to general garden maintenance work.

Last Membership Meeting December 6 HOLIDAY GATHERING

Twelve members and their guests attended our Holiday Gathering at Dixie Crossroads
Restaurant, in Titusville. A grand time was had by all!

FNPS Upcoming Events ark Your Calendars Now!

January 39 Garden Workday at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary

The Sea Rocket Chapter maintains the Butterfly Gardens at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary as
part of our agreement with Brevard County to hold meetings, education presentations, and plant
sales at the Forest. This is a great time of year to spend a few hours outside in nature, learning
about Florida’s native plants and making new friends.

January 6" Board Meeting
Chapter members are always welcome to attend Sea Rocket Board meetings!

January 215t — January 25" OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival

Volunteer Opportunity! Leads Elizabeth Bishop and Jesse Baker

Join us at the Sea Rocket Chapter booth for a few hours when you visit this year’s Festival!

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Elizabeth Bishop izbet@aol.com, or Jesse Baker
sicchicken@gmail.com to sign up.

January 30" - ENPS Peqqgy Lantz Writing Contest Submission Deadline

There is still time to participate in the inaugural Peggy Lantz Writing Contest. Writers, artists, and
storytellers of all ages are invited to submit original work exploring their personal connection to
Florida's native plants. Submission deadline is January 30™

Visit the FNPS Website https://www.fnps.org/writingcontest or the Sea Rocket Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps for details.
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February 3'¥ Board Meeting

Chapter Members are always welcome to attend!
February 7" Garden Workday

Fun in the sun while the weather is still wonderful!!

February 7" OUTREACH — Pioneer Day, Sams House, Merritt Island Volunteer

Opportunity! Lead Beverly Lewis

We will have an outreach booth at the EEL Program’s Sams House/Pine Island
Conservation Area 14" Annual Pioneer Day on Saturday, February 7" from 10:00am —
3:00pm. There will be Guided Trail Hikes, Florida Living History Demonstrations, Live
Music, 1875 Sams Cabin exhibits and 1888 Sams House Tours, Local and State
Exhibitors, and more! If you would like to assist, please contact Beverly Lewis
bslewis53@outlook.com.

February 25" Annual Membership Meeting

Election of 2026 Chapter Officers will be part of the official business of this meeting.

Our speakers will be Tim and Anna Harrison from Native Butterfly Flowers, in Melbourne.
They always have wonderful presentations!!

In Other News

February 239 - 27! National Invasive Species Awareness Week

There are multiple categories of non-native and invasive species, many of which have established
populations in Brevard and throughout Florida. We’ll have more information in our next issue on
this important topic.

The Sea Rocket Chapter would like
to wish everyone a very

Happy New Year!!!
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Dates to Remember
January 3 — Garden Workday
January 6" — Board Meeting
January 21t — 25" — OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival
January 28" — Membership Meeting
January 30" — Peggy Lantz Writing Contest submission deadline
February 3 — Board Meeting
February 7th — Garden Workday
February 7" — OUTREACH Pioneer Day, Sams House/PICA, Merritt Island
February 25" — Annual Membership Meeting — Election of Chapter Officers
March 3" — Board Meeting
March 7" — Garden Workday
March 21 — Plant Sale
March 25" — Membership Meeting

Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Vice-President: OPEN
Treasurer: Megan McCormick Secretary: OPEN (acting Laura Covel)
Chapter Rep: Elizabeth Bishop Membership: Beverly Lewis

Newsletter: OPEN Social Media: Laura Covel
Hospitality: John Stiner Education/Outreach: OPEN
At-Large: Jesse Baker Chapter Update: (acting Laura Covel)

Plant Sales/Garden: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D.

Want to know more?? For additional information...
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org Facebook Page
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: hitps://www.fnps.org/
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