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Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

December 2025   
 

Announcements 
 

 Next Meeting – December 6th  

Holiday Gathering 

We’ll be meeting at 6:00pm at Dixie Crossroads in Titusville for dinner with members who 

participate in the many different activities offered by your Chapter.  Please RSVP to John Stiner 

johnstiner85@yahoo.com by December 4th if you would like to attend and remember, our Holiday 

Gathering will count as our December membership meeting.  Attendees are responsible for their 

own checks. We’ll be back at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary on January 28th!! 
 

 2026 Sea Rocket Chapter Budget 
The Proposed 2026 Sea Rocket Chapter Budget, which was approved by the Board of Directors 

on October 7th, was unanimously approved by the General Membership on November 19th.  
 

 Last Plant Sale November 15th  
We had a very successful plant sale on November 15th!  Thank you, Beverly, Jesse, Autumn, 

Adeline, Megan, John and Paul for assistance!  Our next plant sale will be held in March. 
 

 FNPS – 2025 Photo Contest Winners 
FNPS recently announced the Winners of the 2025 FNPS Photo Contest and are thrilled to 

celebrate the talented photographers who captured the beauty and spirit of Florida’s native plants.  

Thank you to everyone who participated!  You can see the winning photos and photographers at 

buff.ly/VveJh2t.  
 

 FNPS – Announcing the Peggy Lantz Writing Contest 
Per FNPS, this inaugural writing contest celebrates creative voices inspired by Florida's wild flora. 

Established in honor of Peggy Lantz, an esteemed nature writer and tireless advocate for Florida's 

native plants, the contest embodies her legacy of blending scientific rigor with practical wisdom. 

We invite writers, artists, and storytellers of all ages to submit original work exploring their 

personal connection to Florida's native plants.  Now open for submissions and free for FNPS 

members. Visit https://www.fnps.org/writingcontest or the Sea Rocket Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps for details.   

Submission deadline is January 30, 2026.  

mailto:johnstiner85@yahoo.com
http://buff.ly/VveJh2t?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeVlNUVFrRTVlTDZpZ0JBWQEe_Iq84Xa-5mxgQWreb7fJJ05jiXi3Pl5CZIaqbWhh7a2IdofWrq9LTRbdPtw_aem_DcW7ubH8MeqTD1LQr0FheQ
https://www.fnps.org/writingcontest
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
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 T-Shirts!!! 
Our latest order of larger sized shirts has been received, and we still have a supply of medium and 

small sized shirts in several colors.  The shirts look amazing, and you can too for only $10.00!! 

Shirts are available for sale during most Sea Rocket Chapter events. 

Outreach Reports 
 

 Last Membership Meeting November 19th   By Dr. Paul Schmalzer 
Speaker Teresa Nick, Topic: The Future of the Forest 
Our November speaker was Teresa Nick, Naturalist with the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, speaking 
on the topic The Future of the Forest. Teresa is also a member of our Sea Rocket Chapter. 
 

The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary was the first acquisition of the Brevard County, Environmentally 
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program which has been funded through ad valorem taxes that were 
approved by Brevard voters in 1990, 2004, and 2022.  Acquisition of the sanctuary began early in 
the Program’s history with portions being acquired in 1991and 1993, along with several later 
additions. To date the sanctuary includes 481 acres. It also includes the first of the EEL Program’s 
three Centers which are open to the public.  
 

Activities for the North Region are based at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary. The small Forest staff 
manages approximately 7,000 acres of endangered lands in multiple North Region sanctuaries. 
Several new staff members have joined the EEL Program recently.  
 

Volunteers play an important role in both management and education activities at the Enchanted 
Forest. Opportunities include assisting with clearing trails, as trail guides, working with educational 
programs and helping out at festivals and other events. Staff have reinstituted Guide-Training and 
plan to do additional sessions. Our Sea Rocket Chapter, which maintains the butterfly gardens at 
the Forest as part of our agreement with the County, also welcomes volunteers from the public as 
part of our Garden Workdays. 
 

Volunteering at the Forest is a great way to spend some time in nature, learn about Florida’s native 
plants and animals and make new friends. Brevard County has a new process for volunteers called 
BRAVE.  If you are interested in volunteering at the Forest, please contact Teresa through her email; 
Teresa.Nick@brevardfl.gov. 
 

FNPS Upcoming Events    Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 December 2nd Board Meeting 

Chapter members are always welcome to attend Sea Rocket Board meetings! 
 

 December 6th  Garden Workday at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

Our December Gardens Workday will be held from 9:00 – 11:00am on Saturday, December 6th.   

RSVPs are not required to spend some time enjoying our cooler weather where you can make 

new friends and learn more about Florida’s native plants.  We hope you’ll join us.  Please wear 

closed-toe shoes and bring water and sunscreen if you attend. 
 

  

mailto:Teresa.Nick@brevardfl.gov
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 January 21st – January 25th OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival  
 Volunteer Opportunity!  
 Join us at the Sea Rocket Chapter booth for a few hours when you visit this year’s Festival! 

 If you would like to volunteer, please contact Elizabeth Bishop izbet@aol.com, or Jesse Baker 

 sicchicken@gmail.com to sign up. 
 

 February 25th Annual Membership Meeting – Election of Chapter 

Officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary) 

Volunteers are Needed. 
Officer terms are for one year, beginning in March with monthly meetings at the Enchanted 

Forest at 6:00pm on the first Tuesday of each month. Our current President, Paul Schmalzer, 

and Treasurer, Megan McCormick, have agreed to serve another term, with membership 

approval.  Our Secretary position has been open for a year and our previous Secretary, Laura 

Covel, who resigned at the end of the 2024 term, has been acting Secretary during 2025.  She 

does not desire to continue in this capacity.  (Laura also wants to be sure everyone realizes 

that while the job of Secretary is an important one, she is currently also acting in several other 

roles, so when someone volunteers as Secretary, they will not assume responsibility for all the 

activities she is involved in.      )   
 

If you would like to know more about any Board position, or have any questions, feel free to 

contact Paul Schmalzer at schmalzp@digital.net.  
 

Nominations should be submitted in writing to srsecretary@fnps.org or to Paul Schmalzer 

schmalzp@digital.net prior to the Board meeting on December 2nd. 
 

Per our Bylaws: 

o Officers will be elected during the February annual meeting by a majority vote of members present and results 

will be announced during the meeting. 

o Officers will take office at the March meeting and serve until duly replaced. 

o The Board will announce a reminder of the upcoming annual Chapter Officer elections and information 

regarding the Nominating Committee via the newsletter.  An open call for members to self-nominate or 

nominate other members (with their approval) for the following year’s Officer positions, with a request that all 

nominations be submitted by the first Board meeting in December will be issued. 

o The Nominating Committee’s duty shall be to prepare a slate of one or more candidates for Officers for 

presentation to the membership at the Annual Membership Meeting.  The Nominating Committee may solicit 

candidates.  The Nominating Committee may endorse candidates.  The Nominating Committee will present 

their list of applicants to the Board at the January meeting so that the information can be distributed to the 

General Membership in the February newsletter. 
 

 Committee Chairpersons 

Terms for the other members of the Board, our Committee Chairpersons, At-Large member and 

our Chapter Representative, are also one year terms which begin in March.  Appointments are 

made by the President and require Board approval.   
 

mailto:izbet@aol.com
mailto:sicchicken@gmail.com
mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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We’ll have more information on these positions soon, but our biggest Committee Chairperson 

need at this time is for a Newsletter Editor, or someone who can do a Chapter Update until a 

Newsletter Editor can be found.  Newsletter and Chapter Update templates and technical 

assistance are available, if needed, for anyone who has a basic understanding of Microsoft Word, 

but the documents could be prepared in any application that can be turned into a pdf. Many issues 

include write-ups by our President, Outreach Leads, or other Chapter members, so it is not up to 

this person to come up with all the language for each issue.  If you are interested in becoming 

Newsletter Editor, or in preparing the Chapter Updates, please contact Paul Schmalzer 

schmalzp@digital.net.   

 

The Sea Rocket Chapter would like to thank  

the Brevard County Board of County 

Commissioners and the Environmentally 

Endangered Lands Program’s 

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary for  

another wonderful year of allowing our Chapter 

to hold meetings and plant sales at the Forest. 

We look forward to more adventures in 2026! 

 

REMEMBER:  

All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free  

and open to members of the public. 

All Are Welcome!  

 Tell your family, friends, 

 and neighbors! 

  

mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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Dates to Remember 
 December 2nd – Board Meeting - Nominations for Chapter Officers due 
 December 6th – Garden Workday 
 December 6th – Holiday Party 
 January 6th – Goard Meeting 
 January 21 – 25th – OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival 
 January 28th – Membership Meeting 
 February 25th – Annual Membership Meeting – Election of Chapter Officers 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors 
President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Chapter Rep: Elizabeth Bishop 

Newsletter: OPEN  
Hospitality: John Stiner 
At-Large: Jesse Baker 

Vice-President: OPEN 
Secretary: OPEN (acting Laura Covel) 

Membership: Beverly Lewis 
Social Media: Laura Covel 

Education/Outreach: OPEN 
Chapter Update: (acting Laura Covel) 

Plant Sales/Garden: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

 
Want to know more??  For More Information… 

Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 
 

Facebook Page 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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