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Chapter Update 

October 2025   
 

Announcements 

 October is Florida Native Plant Month! 

Per the Florida Native Plant Society’s Website at https://www.fnps.org/ 

Did you know: 

 Florida’s native plants serve as the very foundation of our wildlife habitat? 

 Native plants are a natural environment for bees, butterflies, and other pollinators and they 

provide habitat for many non-insect animals? 

 Florida has two world renowned “hotspots” for plant diversity: The Lake Wales Ridge 

Region of Central Florida and the Apalachicola River Valley? 

 Florida is part of the recently described world’s 36th biodiversity hotspot: the North 

American Coastal Plain? 

 More than 3,000 native plant species inhabit Florida and at least 256 species are “endemic” 

to Florida, as they do not occur anywhere else in the world? 

 The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has designated more than 

550 native species as “Endangered, Threatened, or Commercially Exploited”, thus 

underscoring the need for greater public recognition and protection? 

 Native plants impart natural grace and beauty to developed landscapes and they are 

naturally adapted to Florida’s climate and rainfall patterns more than non-native plants? 

 October is an especially vibrant month to see native plants in bloom and provides 

opportunities for the public to appreciate the beauty and natural value of native plants 

including the endemic, State listed as Endangered Dicerandra thinicola which is only found 

in Brevard County, along with Blue Curl Trichostema dichotomum, and Beebalm Monarda 

punctata? 
 

The preservation of Florida’s native plants is an essential prerequisite to the conservation of 

our native wildlife for generations to come.  We hope you’ll join the Florida Native Plant Society 

as we celebrate October 2025 as Florida Native Plant Month! 
 

 Next Membership Meeting October 22nd 

Speaker: Mike Owen, Tropical Epiphytes of Fakahatchee Strand 

Mike Owen was the Park Biologist at the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park from October 

1993 through May 2023.  His duties included hydrological monitoring, surveys for endangered or 

threatened plant species, herbarium collection, wildlife observations and monitoring including  

  

https://www.fnps.org/
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road-kill data, vertebrate species list, plant species list, invasive plant treatments, participating in 

prescribed burns, and conducting interpretive programs involving swamp walks, power point 

programs and guided walks. 
 

During his years working for the Florida Park Service, he received many awards such as the Hank 

Smith Award for Excellence in Research, District 4 Employee of the Year and a Davis Productivity 

award.  He was honored as the Florida Forest Conservationist of the Year by the Florida Wildlife 

Federation in 2014. Collier County Audubon Society named him a Fellow in 2001.  In addition, he 

has appeared in many documentaries as well as numerous magazine and newspaper articles 

about the swamp and his work. 
 

In retirement Mike is continuing epiphyte surveys in the sloughs of the Big Cypress swamp region 

during the winter months.  He now lives with his wife Donna, in Melbourne, Florida and is enjoying 

the challenge of learning new plant species in Brevard and other nearby Counties.  

 

Membership Meetings are held 

 at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville. 

We have a social time from 6:00 – 6:30pm when the meeting begins. 
 

 Newsletter Editor Needed! 
Monthly communications from our Chapter to our members are an important part of our Chapter 

activities and we’d like to thank David Turcotte, who has been doing our Chapter Updates for the 

last few months, for his always cheerful willingness to assist.   
 

Unfortunately, David has had to step away from this responsibility due to other obligations.  If you 

have interest in becoming our Newsletter Editor, or in creating our monthly Chapter Updates until 

a Newsletter Editor can be found, and are available to attend most Board meetings, please 

contact Paul Schmalzer at schmalzp@digital.net. Templates and technical assistance are 

available, if needed, for anyone who has a basic understanding of Microsoft Word, but the 

documents could be prepared in any application that can be turned into a pdf. 
 

 PLANT SALE October 4th  

We will have our first plant sale of the fall on October 4th at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 444 

Columbia Blvd., Titusville from 9:00am to 1:00pm. We’ll have a wide selection of native plants 

including shrubs, herbs, groundcover plants, and vines along with many old favorites and some 

new ones. Come out and get plants for fall planting. We will be sending out the list of plants we 

expect to have soon.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Paul Schmalzer at 

schmalzp@digital.net.   Remember, Sea Rocket Chapter members are eligible for discounts! 
 

 It’s Budget Time! 

As noted in our last Chapter Update, the Sea Rocket Chapter fiscal year runs from January – 

December, but since we do not have a formal meeting in December, consideration of final 

approval of each year’s upcoming budget is requested during our Membership meeting in 

November. This year, that meeting is scheduled for November 19th, so it will not conflict with the 

Thanksgiving Holiday.   
 

mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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As part of the September 2nd Board of Directors meeting, the Board reviewed and discussed an 

August 25th draft for the 2026 budget which was prepared by our President and our Treasurer.  

Comments will be incorporated, and the Board will vote on a proposed budget on October 7th.  

The proposed budget will be distributed to members by November 1st. 
 

Chapter members are invited to attend all Board meetings.  Members can also submit written 

comments during the planning process.  If you have any questions, or would like to provide 

written comments, please contact Laura Covel at srsecretary@fnps.org.  All comments should 

be submitted prior to October 1st so they can be incorporated in time to be included in the 

October 7th Board review.  
 

 Florida Native Plant Educational Brochures at Titusville Library 
Thank you, Beverly Lewis, for establishing and maintaining an educational brochure station at the 

Titusville Library so we can share our important information with even more folks! 
 

 Annual Meeting February 25th  
Mark your calendars now so you can plan to attend our next Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 

February 25tth where we’ll be electing Chapter Officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 

Secretary) for next year. If you would like to know more about opportunities to serve, feel free to 

attend any Board meeting or contact Paul Schmalzer at schmalzp@digital.net.   
 

Our President and acting Secretary are carrying heavy loads, which they cannot continue to do. 
 

 FNPS – EcoAction Alerts 

From time to time, the Florida Native Plant Society shares information about important 

conservation issues along with contact information for our government representatives where we 

can document our ideas and concerns.  To sign up for these alerts, go to 

https://www.fnps.org/news/alerts. 

 

Outreach Reports 

 Last Membership Meeting – September 24th    

Our speaker, Clifton Best, operates C L Best Honeybees, LLC and has more than 10 years’ 

experience doing live bee removal and beekeeping. He spoke on The Biology of Honeybees. 

Honeybees (Apis mellifera) were introduced to North America in the early 17th century. They are 

important pollinators for food crops and many native plants, as well as providing honey and 

beeswax. There are also more than 300 native bee species in Florida. 
 

Honeybees are social insects occurring in large colonies of 20,000 to 50,00 individuals. 

Managed colonies (hives) are kept by beekeepers, typically in wooden boxes. Wild 

colonies may nest in hollow trees but also may establish in houses or other human 

structures, causing conflicts. A beehive has three castes of individuals. The first is a 

single queen been who lives for 2-5 years and lays about 500,000 to 1,000,000 eggs 

during her life. Worker bees live about six weeks and do the work of the maintaining the 

mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
mailto:schmalzp@digital.netg
https://www.fnps.org/news/alerts
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colony, foraging, making honey and beeswax, etc. Typically, tasks of worker bees 

change with age, with their first three weeks spent inside the hive and their final three 

weeks spent foraging for nectar, pollen, and water. Drones are the third caste, male 

bees that live about three months and mate with a virgin queen bee once and then die. 

When the population of a hive grows too large and other conditions are favorable, the 

queen and about half the colony will leave, swarm, and attempt to establish in a new 

location. Meanwhile, the existing hive will produce a new queen that will mate with one 

or more drones and continue the hive. These and other complex behaviors are 

controlled by pheromones. Thanks to Clifton for his insights into this interesting and 

important insect. 
 

 Salt Lake Wildlife Management Area Management Plan – 10 Year Review 

The public meeting component of this management plan was held September 25th at the Harry T. 

and Harriet V. Moore Cultural Complex, in Mims.  Our President, Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

represented the Sea Rocket Chapter at this meeting. 
 

 Garden Signs 

The new plant identification tags for our garden signs have been received. Thank you, Madeline 

Klinko!!!  We’ll be back to the Butterfly Gardens at the Enchanted Forest on October 4th and we 

hope you’ll join us!  
 

 T-Shirts!!! 

Green T-shirts in the larger sizes have been very popular and were recently reordered.  Thank you 

Beverly Lewis!  Most other colors and sizes are still in stock.  You can purchase a Sea Rocket 

Chapter T-shirt at any of our events for just $10.00!   

 

FNPS Upcoming Events    Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 

Garden Workdays, Field Trips, and Plant Sales 

ARE BACK!!! 
 October 4th Plant Sale Volunteer Opportunity! 

Our first plant sale of the fall season will be held from 9:00am to 1:00pm at the Enchanted 

Forest Sanctury.  We’ll send out a list of plants we expect to have about a week before the 

sale.  Please contact Paul Schmalzer at schmalzp@digital.net if you would like to volunteer. 
 

 October 4th Garden Workday at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Volunteer 

Opportunity  A perfect day to spend a few hours working in the Gardens after you 

purchase your new plants! It’s a great way to see established Florida natives and how they 

grow.  Please wear closed-toe shoes and dress for warm weather.  Bring water, and add a hat, 

or garden tools if you would like.  
 

mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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 October 7th Board Meeting 

The Board of Directors will be taking their final vote on the 2026 budget during this meeting so 

that the information can be provided to members with the November Chapter Update.   
 

 October 18th Field Trip to Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary, Titusville, 

Dr. Paul Schmalzer will be leading the trip to this joint project of the Brevard County 

Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program and the State of Florida. Vegetation is 

primarily oak scrub and scrubby flatwoods with a depression marsh down slope.  Prescribed 

burns have been conducted on the site since acquisition. The endemic Dicerandra thinicola 

occurs here and should be in flower. 
 

Directions: Parking is limited at the site. We will meet at the Indian River Plaza Shopping Center, located 

at 704 Cheney Highway and which includes the River Lanes Bowling Alley. Meet at the southwestern 

section of the parking lot at 9:00am. We will carpool to the site.  
 

DIRECTIONS:  

1) US 1 to St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway): West on St. Rt. 50 to Indian River Plaza        OR      

2) I-95 to Titusville: Take St. Rt. 50 exit. East on St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway) to Indian River Plaza 

Shopping Center. 
 

Note: DO NOT go to the 4900 Melissa Drive sanctuary entrance. We will access the western side of the 

sanctuary off Apollo Road.  Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. Closed-toe shoes would be 

helpful, as we’ll be walking in sugar sand part of the time. 
 

 October 22nd Membership Meeting  

Mike Owen will present The Tropical Epiphytes of Fakahatchee Strand. Mike is retired from the 

Florida Park Service, where he spent 30 years as the Park Biologist at Fakahatchee Strand 

Preserve State Park. For additional information, see page 1 of this Chapter Update. 
 

 October 25th OUTREACH Enchanted Forest Harvest Festival Volunteer 

Opportunity!  The Sea Rocket Chapter will have an outreach booth at the Enchanted 

Forest Sanctuary’s Harvest Festival which will include local vendors, games, arts and crafts, 

and food trucks. The Florida Wildlife Hospital will also be giving two presentations with live 

owls. Costumes are encouraged for anyone who wants to dress up. We hope you’ll also visit 

the Butterfly Gardens, which are maintained by our Chapter, if you attend!  For additional 

information, check their website https://friendsoftheenchantedforestinc.wildapricot.org/event-

6321066.  To volunteer, please contact Beverly Lewis at bslewis@outlook.com.  
 

 November 1st Garden Workday at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary  

Volunteer Opportunity!  RSVPs are not required to volunteer.  We’ll be at the Gardens 

from 9:00 to 11:00am. 
 

 November 4th Board Meeting 

Want to more about how our Board of Directors works?  Members are always welcome to 

attend these meetings. 
 

https://friendsoftheenchantedforestinc.wildapricot.org/event-6321066
https://friendsoftheenchantedforestinc.wildapricot.org/event-6321066
mailto:bslewis@outlook.com
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 November 8th Friends of The Thousand Islands Festival, Cocoa Beach  

 Volunteer Opportunity!  Please contact Paul Schmalzer at schmalzp@digital.net. If you 

 would like to help and go to https://friendsofthethousandislands.org/ for more information. 
 

 November 9th Annual Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour, Melbourne 

The Conradina Chapter of the FNPS is hosting this year’s native gardens tour with seven sites 

lined up, including the Founders Museum in Melbourne. This year they are also partnering with 

the Brevard Watercolor Society and will have Plein Air artists actively painting and using their 

skills to enhance the landscape with their art, which will also be for sale at each location. For 

more information, check out https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/. 
 

 November 15th Plant Sale Volunteer Opportunity! 

We are currently planning a plant sale for November 15th.  Confirmation of the date will be 

provided soon. 
 

 November 19th Membership Meeting and Budget Vote 

Please plan to attend this important meeting.   
 

 December 6th Holiday Party, Dixie Crossroads Restaurant, Titusville 

We’ll be gathering at Dixie Crossroads, in Titusville, on December 6th at 6:00pm to celebrate 

the HO HO HOLIDAYS this year!   Please RSVP to John Stiner johnstiner85@yahoo.com by 

December 4th. If you would like to attend.  Attendees are responsible for their own checks. 
 

 January 21st – January 25th OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival  
 Volunteer Opportunity! 

We’ll have more information on this event in upcoming communications. 
 

February 25th Annual Membership Meeting 

Members, please mark your calendars now so you can plan to attend our next Annual Meeting 

on Wednesday, February 25tth where we’ll be electing Chapter Officers (President, Vice-

resident, Treasurer, Secretary) for next year. If you would like to know more about 

opportunities to serve, feel free to attend any Board meeting or contact Paul Schmalzer at 

schlamzp@digital.net.    
 

We would like to extend an extra big Thank You!!! to all Board 

members who have served the Sea Rocket Chapter. 
 

Our Chapter simply could not function without you. 
 

REMEMBER: All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free  

and open to members of the public. 

All Are Welcome!  Tell your friends and neighbors! 

mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
https://friendsofthethousandislands.org/
https://conradina.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:johnstiner85@yahoo.com
mailto:schlamzp@digital.net
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In Other News 
 Possible Donation to Friends of Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Tram Cart Fund 

Planning for the Sea Rocket Chapter 2026 budget includes a possible donation of up to 
$1,000.00 at some point in the future when additional funding for the cart has been secured.  
The cart will be used by Enchanted Forest staff and volunteers to provide guided trail hikes at 
the Forest.  Additional information on these plans will be provided as part of the upcoming 
proposed budget. 
 

A 5K/2K Trail Run, sponsored by the Friends, will be held at the Forest beginning at 7:00am on 
Sunday, October 12th and proceeds will be used toward the purchase of the new cart. 

  

 Follow the Trial Run at https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestTrailRun, or,  
 register at: https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/Titusville/FriendsOfTheEnchantedForest5K10K. 
 

 30th Annual International Sea Bean-Symposium and Beachcomber’s Festival - October 24-25th  
This free event is being held from 9:00am to 5:00pm on Friday, October 24th and Saturday, 
October 25th at the  Cocoa Beach Public Library.  The event is open to the public and no 
reservations are required! You’ll see award winning books/authors, sea beans, presentations, 
glass floats, shells, raffles, a Bean-A-Thon, and more! 

 

Dates to Remember 
 October 1st – Comments on 2026 budget due 
 October 4th – Next Plant Sale 
 October 4th – Garden Workday 
 October 7th – Board of Directors meeting 
 October 18th – Field Trip to Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary 
 October 22nd – Membership Meeting 
 October 24th – 25th Sea Bean Symposium and Beachcomber’s Festival 
 October 25th – OUTREACH: Enchanted Forest Fall Festival 
 November 1st – Garden Workday 
 November 4th – Board Meeting 
 November 8th – Conradina Chapter Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour  
 November 9th – Friends of the Thousand Islands Festival, Cocoa Beach 
 November 15th – Plant Sale 
 November 19th – Membership Meeting – Budget Vote 
 December 2nd – Board Meeting 
 December 6th – Holiday Party 
 January 21 – 25th – OUTREACH Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival 
 January 28th – Membership Meeting 
 February 25th – Annual Membership Meeting – Election of Chapter Officers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestTrailRun
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/Titusville/FriendsOfTheEnchantedForest5K10K
https://www.seabean.com/symposium/maps.asp
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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors 
President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop 

Newsletter: OPEN  
Hospitality: John Stiner 
At-Large: Jesse Baker 

Vice-President: OPEN 
Secretary: OPEN (acting: Laura Covel) 

Membership: Beverly Lewis 
Social Media: Laura Covel 

Education/Outreach: OPEN 
Chapter Update: (acting: Laura Covel) 

Plant Sales/Garden: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

 
Want to know more??  For More Information… 

Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 
 

Facebook Page 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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