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Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

September 2025   
 

Announcements 
 

 Next Membership Meeting Speaker, September 24th 

Our speaker for the September Sea Rocket meeting will be Clifton Best with CL Best Honeybees, 

LLC. His topic will be Honeybees. Here is Clifton’s bio: 
 

I am a native to Rockledge/Cocoa. I am the father of 2 daughters and have 3 grandsons.  I was in 

the commercial plastering trade for 25 years,10 of which I spent as a Project Manager (PM) 

/Superintendent.  
 

About 6-7 years ago I picked up a book at the local home improvement center named "Backyard 
Homesteading". In reading this book I became interested in starting a backyard garden, and did 
so. Further along in this book was about raising chickens. I built a coop, got some chickens, and 
I still have them today, they provide me with fresh eggs. And, they never let me down. Toward the 
back of this book was Beekeeping. 
 

As I read, I became deeply interested in beekeeping. I began to do more research on Honeybees 
to be sure It was something I could do. The more I read, the more I learned about the trouble they 
were/are in, the more interested I became. After some time, I built a bee hive box. Went to Winter 
Haven, FL. and picked up my first package of bees. Hived them and watched them grow. And fast 
they grew! Unfortunately, they were taken over by a Honeybee pest and killed the first year. I 
didn't take that too well and had been reading about a program the University of Florida (UF) 
offers named UF Bee College. I attended twice.  
 

Learned more. Learned about bee removal. Got licensed, insured, passed out business cards, (all 
the while maintaining my PM job) and got my second colony out of someone’s wall. In a short 
time, my phone would not stop ringing for bee removals. So, I quit my real job and began this 
adventure of "Saving the Bees" from the exterminators.  

 

I feel this is a gift handed down to me by higher powers of which I cannot explain.  All I know, is 
every day I wake up I cannot wait to get into a bee removal, or to work one of my managed 
colonies. And I love to talk about Honeybees.  
 

That's my story, and I'm stickin' to it! 
  

The Sea Rocket Chapter Membership Meetings are held at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 444 

Columbia Blvd, Titusville.  We have a social time from 6:00 – 6:30 pm when the meeting begins. 
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All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free  

and open to members of the public! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 2025 FNPS Photo Contest: Celebrating Florida’s Native Flora     
Open for submissions until September 15th  
Celebrate the beauty and importance of Florida’s native plants by sharing your best photos in our 
inaugural photo contest. 
 

Whether you're capturing wild habitats, plant-animal interactions, artistic interpretations, or 
moments of advocacy in action, we want to see your perspective! 
 

Open to all ages, with special categories for youth and discounted entry fees for FNPS members. 
View full contest details and enter now: www.fnps.org/photocontest. 

 It’s Almost Budget Time! 

The Sea Rocket Chapter fiscal year runs from January – December, but since we do not have a 

formal meeting in December, consideration of final approval of each year’s upcoming budget is 

requested during our Membership meeting in November. This year, that meeting is scheduled 

for November 19th, so it will not conflict with the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Please mark your 

calendars now so that you can plan to attend this meeting and participate in the voting.  A quorum 

for this meeting is a majority of members present. 
 

During the July Board of Directors meeting, the Board passed a motion to support the concept of 

providing a monetary contribution to the Friends of the Enchanted Forest to assist in providing 

funding for a golf cart, which will be used to take members of the public who have limited mobility 

or for other reasons, are not able to traverse the trails at the Sanctuary.  Additional information on 

the contribution will be provided as part of the 2026 budget planning. 
 

Our Board of Directors will be discussing the budget beginning with their September 

2nd meeting.  Chapter members are invited to attend these meetings, or to submit written 

comments during the planning process.  If you would like to provide written comments, please 

send them to srsecretary@fnps.org.  
 

A copy of the proposed 2026 budget will be sent to all members no later than November 1st. 
 

 Florida Association of Native Nurseries – Guide for Real Florida Gardeners 

The 2005-2006 Guide for Real Florida Gardeners is now available.  You can pick up your free 

copy at any of our meetings or other events (we have a limited amount available). Or 

visit www.fann.org  
 

 The Barbara Grigg Grant 

In memory of Dr. Barbara Grigg, a tireless champion for native plants, FNPS has launched a new 

grant program to support research in the study of bryophytes, pteridophytes, and lichens. 

Applications can be submitted through the FNPS website and are due September 15. Please help 

us spread the word to potential applicants doing work that echoes Barbara’s legacy. 

 

https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=25808&qid=2112717
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org


 Sea Rocket Chapter Update September 2025 3 

 16th Annual Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour 

The Conradina Chapter of the FNPS is hosting this native gardens tour on November 9th, with 7 

sites lined up, including the Founders Museum in Melbourne. This year they are partnering with 

the Brevard Watercolor Society and will have Plein Air artists at the sites actively painting and 

using their skills to enhance the landscapes with their art, which will also be for sale. Stay tuned 

for more information. 

 

Outreach Reports 
 

 Last Membership Meeting – August 27th 

Ed Perry was our speaker for the August 27th Membership meeting. Ed is retired from Florida 

Parks and is recognized for his knowledge of Florida’s butterflies. He spoke on the topic: Florida 

Butterflies and How to Garden for Them. There are about 170 species of butterflies in Florida. 

Four are currently listed as endangered in the state, but as many as 60 species may be listed 

soon. Habitat loss from development, pesticides, pollution, and auto traffic are causes of decline. 

Butterflies and their mostly nocturnal relatives, moths, are important parts of food chains. Habitat 

protection and management are critical to protecting butterflies, but gardening for butterflies can 

also help, particularly if multiple managed yards serve as corridors. Butterflies need two types of 

plants. Caterpillars require host plants, where the five instars eat and develop before pupating. 

Butterfly species are specific to the host plants their caterpillars require. Adult butterflies require 

nectar plants to feed on as they mate, reproduce, and disperse. Important nectar plants in butterfly 

gardens include firebush (Hamelila patens), beggarticks (Bidens alba), lantanas (Lantana 

depressa, Lantana involucrata), and porterweed (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis). Many host plants 

can be grown in local yards as well. Gulf Fritallary and Zebra Longwing butterflies host on 

passionflowers (Passiflora incarnata, P. suberosa). Wild lime (Zanthoxylum fagara) and Hercules-

club (Zanthoxylum clava-herculis) are hosts for the Giant Swallowtail butterfly. The Atala butterfly 

hosts on coontie (Zamia integrifolia) plants. It has been moving north in Florida and is now in 

central Brevard County (and farther north on the barrier islands). Monarch and Queen butterflies 

use milkweed (Asclepias spp.) as hosts; native milkweeds include Asclepias incarnata, A. 

perennis, and A. tuberosa. The White peacock butterfly hosts on frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora), also a 

nectar plant.  
 

There are many other specific butterfly-host plant pairings in Florida. For more information you 

can check out various references. One useful one is Florida Butterfly Caterpillars and their Host 

Plants by Marc Minno, Jerry Butler, and Donald Hall, University of Florida Press. You can check 

out this and other references at www.fnps.org/resources/books. 

 

We expect to have a variety of nectar and host plants at our October 4th plant sale. 

 

  

http://www.fnps.org/resources/books
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Upcoming Events    Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 

 Membership Meeting – September 24th Speaker Clifton Best. Topic Honeybees. 
 

 Next Plant Sale - October 4th Volunteer Opportunity! 
We’ve already begun work on our first plant sale of the fall season which will be held at the 

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary on Saturday, October 4th.  Mark your calendars now so you can 

arrive early for the best selection, and remember Chapter members are eligible for discounts! 
 

 October Membership Meeting – October 22nd 

Mike Owens will present The Tropical Epiphytes of Fakahatchee Strand. Mike is retired from 

the Florida Park Service, where he spent 30 years as the Park Biologist at Fakahatchee Strand 

Preserve State Park. 
 

 OUTREACH Enchanted Forest Harvest Festival – October 25th 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Volunteer Opportunity! 
The Sea Rocket Chapter will have an outreach booth at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary’s 

Harvest Festival which will include local vendors, games, arts and crafts, and food trucks. The 

Florida Wildlife Hospital will also be giving two presentations with live owls. Costumes are also 

encouraged for anyone who wants to dress up. We hope you’ll also visit the Butterfly Gardens, 

which are maintained by our Chapter, if you attend! 

 

In Other News 
 

 Butterfly Appreciation Program and Garden Walk – September 3rd 

     From 10 am to 12 pm., at Brevard Discovery Garden, UF/IFAS Brevard County 

     Register at www.miwarefuge.org. Co-sponsored by Merritt Island Wildlife Association. 
 

 September Florida Wildflower Foundation Webinar 

On September 17th, from 2:00-3:00 pm, Meadow-making on a Small Scale will be presented by 

Troy Springer, Owner of Springer Environmental Services, out of Plant City. To register, visit 

www.flawildflowers.org/event/250917-webinar-meadow-making/. 
 

 A Pioneer for Native Plants  

During her tenure as First Lady of the United States, Lady Bird Johnson championed more   

than 50 major initiatives related to conservation and beatification. After her time in 

Washington, Lady Bird returned to her home state of Texas and dedicated herself to 

beautifying communities and roadways through the use of native plants. In 1982, she founded 

the National Wildflower Research Center (later renamed the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 

Center in her honor) to preserve North America's native plants and natural landscapes. Learn 

more about Lady Bird Johnson's work and legacy at www.LadyBirdJohnson.org. 

http://www.miwarefuge.org/
https://ke6dqdhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001j9ZlfeM21OGnxqLsWm8cUWf5-sK-NfKgTsniGf4giUAh4ea_VAHIdqBQHWuxprbKA6Ue_0bRa-KADAlt6LVckLgLcIDeiO1FVTOt2eCrIAdgss10klJVVsdcg0Z3xjG082I41IrbOYpUnMlg2JvL_Gu1NoLIn52piMFJnIj1H_Ui8GeGgdMe-uGu3vtVpNqKJUA4U_jE6Bd7h_GgRpd_ZfSv-hLWEagt&c=adthPsFcR9Ozehi2IfTWuJVmMHWDcVRguX95nyjQHivrd6sKLed0UQ==&ch=RagRJNfhY6c5QrvMRRF_XoP6_jJxJ45f3GCMFhxpz2T2ZZID3EI2KA==
https://www.flawildflowers.org/event/250917-webinar-meadow-making/
http://www.ladybirdjohnson.org/
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Reminder 
Garden Workdays, Field Trips, and Plant Sales  

Are returning next month, when the weather is cooler. 

 
Dates to Remember 

 September 2nd – Board of Directors meeting 

 September 3rd – Butterfly Appreciation Program & Walk 

 September 15th – Last day to submit photos to FNPS Photo Contest  

 September 19th – Florida Wildflower Foundation webinar 

 September 24th – Membership meeting  

 October 4th – Next Plant Sale 

 October 7th – Board of Directors meeting 

 October 22nd – Membership meeting 

 October 25th – OUTREACH: Enchanted Forest Fall Festival 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Board of Directors 
President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop 

Newsletter: OPEN  
Hospitality: John Stiner 
At-Large: Jesse Baker 

Vice-President: OPEN 
Secretary: OPEN (acting: Laura Covel) 

Membership: Beverly Lewis 
Social Media: Laura Covel 

Education/Outreach: OPEN 
Plant Sales/Garden: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Chapter Update: David Turcotte  

 
Want to know more??  For More Information… 

Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps 
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 

Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 
 

Facebook Page 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
https://www.fnps.org/
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