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Announcements

February 26" Annual Meeting — RESULTS Elections of Chapter Officers

John Stiner reviewed the Nominating Committee’s 2025 report which clarified that nominations for
Chapter Officers have been advertised since October 2024 and he clarified that no new nominations
were received from the General Membership this year.

Dr. Paul Schmalzer was unanimously re-elected as President and Megan McCormick was
unanimously re-elected as Treasurer during the meeting. The position of Secretary is now open
and the position of Vice-President has been open for several years.

February 26" Annual Meeting — RESULTS Consideration of Bylaws Revisions

Paul provided an overview of the proposed revisions which were approved by the Board of Directors
during their meeting on January 7. A motion to approve the revisions was made and seconded
with all members present voting in the affirmative. A copy of the updated bylaws will be forwarded
to the State FNPS Office.

Committee Chairpersons

All Committee Chairpersons are members of the Board of Directors. Terms are for one year and
begin in March. All current Committee Chairpersons have agreed to serve again during 2025:
Membership-Beverly Lewis, Hospitality-John Stiner, At Large-Jesse Baker, Social Media-Laura
Covel, Plant Sales/Garden-Paul Schmalzer.

Open positions include Newsletter Editor and Education/Outreach. If you have any interest in filling
either of the two open positions, please contact any Board member or attend a Board meeting. The
Newsletter Editor position is vital to our ability to effectively communicate with our members, and we
would like to fill the position as soon as possible. Our Chapter Updates only includes minimal
information and there is so much more to share!

T-Shirts, T-Shirts, T-Shirts!

We’'ll have Sea Rocket Chapter T-Shirts for sale at our upcoming meetings and plant sales. The
shirts sell for $10.00, including tax and are a great way to advertise our Chapter while being totally
glamorous. Get yours soon!

Board of Directors Meetings

The Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors generally meets at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at
6:00PM on the first Tuesday of each month. Chapter members are always welcome to attend. Their
next meeting will be held on March 4%,
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Outreach Reports

February 15t Garden Workday On our last workday at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, Paul
and Jesse worked on general garden maintenance. Our next workday will be held on Saturday,
March 1%t. The weather should be nice and we hope you’ll join us from 9:00 — 11:00am.

February 8" Pioneer Day at Sams House, PICA, Merritt Island.

It was a beautiful Central Florida day, and Sea Rocket Chapter had a great time at our display at
Pioneer Day at the Sams House in the Pine Island Conservation Area. We met many folks who
enjoyed learning about native plants or sharing their stories about plants they love. We shared our
informational literature about plants and their relationships with birds, butterflies, and bees.

Our members, Elizabeth Bishop, Jesse Baker, David Turcotte and Beverly Lewis, enjoyed spending
the day sharing our love of native plants in the lovely Sams House setting. Many thanks to the
volunteers at Pioneer Day who helped us set up our display. Everyone was friendly and welcoming.
There were so many interesting and informative displays. It is a lovely way to spend the day. We
look forward to seeing you all there next year!

February 26" Membership Meeting Speaker: Tim Harrison, Native Butterfly Flowers, LLC

Tim and Anna Harrison’s talks are always great and our last meeting was no exception when Tim'’s
presentation, Habitat Gardening with Florida Natives, showed us how including trees, and
multiple layers of shrubs and flowers can make our own yards attract not only birds, butterflies and
moths, which many folks enjoy seeing, but a multitude of insects; all of which have a part in keeping
a natural balance. Tim explained how several insects interact with native plants and why having
some of the ‘predators’ around can help keep plants healthy. As an example, the Syrphid fly larvae
eats aphids which attack milkweed. Another interesting point was that although oak trees are
known to support over 500 species, some insects bury in leaf litter as part of their development and
when there is nothing but grass under the trees year-round, those insects cannot complete their life
cycle.

If you would like to learn more, you can find Tim and Anna at their native plant and landscaping
business 82 S. W. Irwin Avenue, West Melbourne.

Upcoming Events Mark Your Calendars Now!

March 15t Garden Workday 9:00AM - 11:00PM Volunteer Opportunity!

As part of our agreement with Brevard County for use of space to hold our meetings and plant sales
at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, the Sea Rocket Chapter maintains the Butterfly Gardens there.
Volunteer Workdays are generally scheduled from 9:00-11:00AM on the first Saturday of each
month. If you would like to join us, please bring water, garden tools if you have them, and dress for
outdoor activities. This is a great time of year to be outside and RSVPs are never required.

By the way, our April workday will be held on April 12%, the second Saturday in April, due to the
FNPS Annual meeting in Gainesville, so mark your calendars now!
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March 15th Plant Sale vomunteer Opportunity!

Our first plant sale of the Spring season will be from 9:00am to 1:00PM on Saturday, March 15" at
the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville. A list of plants we expect to have available will be
posted to the calendar portion of our website about a week before the sale. Contact Paul Schmalzer
to volunteer.

March 22" Picnic Fox Lake Park, Titusville

We have a new date and will be moving to a larger pavilion this year for our Bring-A-Dish Picnic
which will serve as the March membership meeting. John Stiner, JohnStiner85@yahoo.com our
Hospitality Chairperson, will be coordinating sign-ups. RSVPs are requested but not required.

April 2"d- 6" SAVE THE DATE: 2025 FNPS Annual Conference Seeds for Tomorrow
The next Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be held April 2—6, 2025, at the
University of Florida Hilton in Gainesville. The conference schedule and descriptions for field trips
are posted on the conference website. Check out the QR code at the end of this Chapter Update
along with future communications for additional information. https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025

April 12t" — Earth Day Celebration, Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Volunteer Opportunity!
The Sea Rocket Chapter will have an educational display at the Forest’'s Earth Day
Celebration on Saturday, April 12" where there will be music, exhibits, vendors, food trucks
and more! Contact Laura Covel LauraCovel@gmail.com to volunteer.

April 19" — Plant Sale Volunteer Opportunity!
More on that soon!

April 26" — Honeybee Festival, UF/IFAS Office, Cocoa Volunteer Opportunity!

Our Chapter has patrticipated in this Festival for several years and we’re glad that this year, the
event has been moved from August to April! It's always a sweet time and we hope you'll join us.
We’ll have more information on our April Outreach in the April Chapter Update. Contact Laura Covel
to volunteer.
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Dates to Remember

March 15 Garden Workday

March 4t: Board Meeting

March 15%": Plant Sale

March 22"d: Annual Picnic, Fox Lake Park, Titusville

April 15t Board Meeting

April 2" — 6™": FNPS Annual Meeting, Gainesville

April 12t": Garden Workday (2" Saturday due to FNPS Conference)
April 12t: Qutreach Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Earth Day Celebration
April 19t": Plant Sale

April 26": Outreach Honeybee Festival

April 30t": Membership Meeting

Board of Directors

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Vice-President: OPEN
Treasurer: Megan McCormick Secretary: OPEN (acting: Laura Covel)
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop Membership: Beverly Lewis

Newsletter OPEN — (Update: Laura Covel) Social Media: Laura Covel
Hospitality: John Stiner Education/Outreach: OPEN

At-Large: Jesse Baker

Want to know more?? For More Information...
On the Web
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/

Sea Rocket Chapter Facebook Page FNPS 2025 Annual Conference
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