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Announcements

2025 Budget

The 2025 Sea Rocket Chapter Budget, which was provided to members for review along with the
November Chapter Update, was approved, as presented, during the November 20" Membership
meeting.

License Plate Frames

FNPS plans to sell FNPS license plate frames as a fundraiser for brochures and educational
materials. It is possible they may be ready before Christmas. The expected cost is $15.00.
Additional information will be provided as it is received.

Annual Meeting — February 26, 2025

Elections for our Chapter Officers, (President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer), will be held
during our Annual Membership Meeting in February. Responsibilities for all Board member
positions are provided within our Bylaws, copy attached to this email.

The Board of Directors is making an open call for Chapter members to self-nominate or nominate
other members (with their approval) for all 2025 Officer positions. This year, our Nominating
Committee meetings will occur during Board meetings, which all Chapter members are always
invited to attend. It is requested that all nominations be submitted by January 6%, the day before
the January Board meeting. Currently, our President and Treasurer have indicated they will
be willing to serve another term as officers, if elected. Additional candidates are needed
for Vice-President and Secretary.

The Nominating Committee will present a list of Officer candidates for consideration by the
General Membership with the February Chapter Update.

Our Chapter Representative and Committee Chairpersons, who are recommended by the
President and approved by the Board, will begin their new terms in March. The following have
agreed to continue to serve during the 2025 term: Chapter Representative, Field Trip
Leader, Membership, Social Media, Gardens/Plant Sales, Hospitality, At-Large.

The Education/Outreach and Newsletter Committee Chairman positions are currently open.

Please consider volunteering for a one-year term as a Board member. That’s 12 two-hour
meetings, folks, and your help is needed to keep our Chapter running. If you have any questions,
feel free to contact any Board member, or email srsecretary@fnps.org.
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Bylaws

Our Bylaws state that we should review them each year. The most recent revision to Sea Rocket
Chapter Bylaws was approved by the General Membership on August 23, 2023. During the
November Board meeting, the group began this discussion which will continue during the next few
meetings. Chapter members are always welcome to attend all Board meetings. The Board plans
to distribute any proposed revision during the first part of February and to present the Bylaws for
consideration of approval to members at the February General Membership annual meeting. If
you have suggestions, feel free to attend any Board meeting, or you can submit the suggestions in
writing to srsecretary@fnps.org.

Outreach Reports

November 2, 2024 Garden Workday
Volunteers concentrated on weeding the north side of the Center and trimming garden areas.
Thank you, Madeline, Jesse, Paul, and Tim, an Enchanted Forest volunteer.

November 20, 2024 General Membership Meeting Speaker: Kimberly Gibbs,

Topic: Stormscaping in Central Florida — Lessons Learned from Hurricane Milton
Kim shared information from her personal experiences visiting Florida neighborhoods on the east
and west coasts after Hurricane Milton, which struck Florida from October 5" — 10", She
reminded us that placing the right Florida native plant in the right place, not only enhances the
appearance of our yards, but can benefit wildlife, as well as reducing flooding. Kim also noted that
although lots of bushes and shrubs received significant damage, many are already beginning to
recover and that having some of the weaker trees is still okay — just don’t place them near your
home. By the way, the Southern Magnolia tree was the winner for which tree showed the least
damage!

Upcoming Events Mark Your Calendars Now!

Holiday Party: December 7, 2024

Our annual holiday party will be held at Dixie Crossroads Restaurant, in Titusville, on Saturday,
December 7™, beginning at 6:00PM. Please RSVP to John Stiner, our Hospitality Chair,
johnstiner85@yahoo.com by Thursday, December 5. See the box at the end of this Chapter
Update for more information. Don't forget that our Holiday Party serves as the December
Membership Meeting. We'll be back at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, Wednesday, January 22"
at 6:30pPMm for the following meeting.

Mini-Plant Sale: December 14, 2024

Although we don't plan another BIG PLANT SALE until March, we’ll be having a MINI-PLANT SALE
on Saturday, December 14" from 10:00AM to 1:00PM. We expect to have have 81 plants
available, so stop by the Forest to see what we have. Our plants and people will be located on
the east side of the main building, to the right of the front gardens. Remember: Chapter members
are eligible for discounts!
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ECO-FEST 2025: January 18, 2025, Cocoa Village

Environmental Education Awareness Research Support and Services, or EEARSS, is a
non-profit started by Frank Alligator Robb. Eco-Fest 2025 will include speakers,
environmental educational displays and music. Although we are not able to participate
with a booth this year, our Chapter did make a $100.00 donation to the event.

Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival (SCBWF): January 22-26, 2025
The Sea Rocket Chapter will be joining the Conradina Chapter to participate in next year’s Space
Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival at the Radisson Resort at Port Canaveral.

During the Festival, we’'ll be sharing an updated What’s In Your Yard? presentation which
highlights Florida native plants that members have in their yards, so if you have any pictures you
would like to submit for the presentation, please send them to LauraCovel@gmail.com as soon as
possible. Volunteer Opportunity Please contact Elizabeth Bishop izbet@aol.com if you would
like to assist with the presentation or help at our booth where we’ll have educational materials and
coloring sheets for kids! The Conradina Chapter will also be selling books so don’t miss this
great opportunity for a fun and educational time! Registration is currently open.

Website: https://scbwa.net/

SAVE THE DATE: 2025 FNPS Annual Conference Seeds for Tomorrow

The next Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be April 2—6, 2025, at the University
of Florida Hilton in Gainesville. Organizers are currently in the planning stages, with speakers and
field trips to be listed soon.

If you'd like to book your hotel room now, FNPS has a special Conference rate for attendees.
Online registration will begin in January. Check out the QR code at the end of this Chapter Update
and future communications for additional information. https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025

Upcoming Presentation: How to Attract Butterflies to Your Yard — Pictures needed!
The Sea Rocket Chapter is compiling a presentation on attracting butterflies to our yards. Do you
have pictures of butterflies on Florida native plants that you would like to share as part of this
presentation? If so, please send them to LauraCovel@gmail.com. Photographers will be given
credit for any of their pictures used in the presentation. We have already received a few
contributions, but we would love to have more!

Plant Sales and Field Trips Postponed until Spring

Our Chapter President, Dr. Paul Schmalzer, is recovering from a recent hospital stay. Itis
anticipated that most plant sales and field trips, which he coordinates, will be postponed until
spring, to assist in his recovery.

Dates to Remember

. December 3': Board Meeting

. December 7t: Garden Workday

. December 7™: Holiday Party

. January 7" Board Meeting

. January 18" EEARSS Eco-Fest, Cocoa Village
. January 22"9: General Membership Meeting
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January 22"-26™: Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival, Cape Canaveral
February 4™: Board Meeting

February 26": General Membership Annual Meeting and Election of Board Officers
March 22"9: Picnic, Fox Lake Park, Titusville

FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter
Annual Holiday Dinner

Saturday, December 7, 2024 6:00PM

Dixie Crossroads Seafood Restaurant
1475 Garden Street, Titusville
https://dixiecrossroads.com/

RSVPs requested by Thursday, December 5.
Please contact johnstiner85@yahoo.com

Attendees responsible for their individual checks.

Board of Directors

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Vice-President: OPEN
Treasurer: Megan McCormick Secretary: Laura Covel
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop Membership: Beverly Lewis

Newsletter OPEN — (Update: Laura Covel) Social Media: Laura Covel
Hospitality: John Stiner Education/Outreach: OPEN

At-Large: Jesse Baker

Want to know more?? For More Information...
On the Web
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/

Sea Rocket Chapter Facebook Page FNPS 2025 Annual Conference
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