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Sea Rocket 
Florida Native Plant Society

North & Central Brevard County

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to 
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 

native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

February Speaker 
Clifton Best

C.L. Best, Honeybees
Topic: “Honeybees”

  
 I am a native to Rockledge/Cocoa. I am the father of 2 daughters and have 3 grandsons. I was in 
the commercial plastering trade for 25 years, 10 of which I spent as a Project Manager/Superintendent.  
  About 7-8 years ago I picked up a book at the local home improvement center named "Backyard 
Homesteading". In reading this book I became interested in starting a backyard garden and did so. 
Further along in this book was about raising chickens. I built a coop, got some chickens, and I still have 
them today; they provide me with fresh eggs. And, they never let me down. Toward the back of this book 
was Beekeeping. 
  As I read, I became deeply interested in beekeeping. I began to do more research on Honey 
Bees to be sure It was something I could do. The more I read, the more I learned about the trouble they 
were/are in, the more interested I became. After some time, I built a bee hive box. I went to Winter Haven, 
picked up my first package of bees,  hived them, watched them grow. And fast they grew! Unfortunately, 
they were taken over by a Honey Bee pest and killed the first year. I didn't take that too well and had been 
reading about a program the University of Florida offers named UF Bee College. I attended twice. 
  Learned more. Learned about bee removal. Got licensed, insured, passed out business cards, (all 
the while maintaining my PM job) and got my second colony out of someone’s wall. In a short time, my 
phone  would not stop ringing for bee removals. So, I quit my real job and began this adventure of 
"Saving the Bees" from the exterminators.  
  I feel this is a gift handed down to me by higher powers of which I cannot explain.   All I know, is 
every day I wake up I cannot wait to get into a bee removal, or to work one of my managed colonies. And 
I love to talk about Honey Bees. 
 That's my story and I'm stickin' to it! 
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Bee and Butterfly Monitoring 
Become a bee and butterfly citizen scientist!  

 

    

 

Upcoming trainings:  
Saturday, January 14th 9:30am-1:00pm: Butterfly monitoring training  

Saturday, February 11th 9:30am-1:00pm: Bee monitoring training 
 

Location: 5332 Riveredge Drive, Titusville FL 32780  
Florida Department of Environmental Protection Titusville Field Station 

 

Help native bees and butterflies while learning more about them! 

Citizen scientists are needed to conduct monthly bee and butterfly surveys 
at FDEP’s native plant garden in Titusville. After completing one butterfly 

monitoring training and one bee monitoring training, participants can begin 
conducting surveys (occurs one day during the second week of each month 

from 11am-12pm). Great for college student resume building and 
community service hours (students age 16+)! Curious adults of all ages 

welcome!  
 

Please contact Emily for more information: 
Emily.Surmont@FloridaDEP.gov 

904-687-9364 or 772-429-2995 
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Report: “Flip My Florida 
Yard” Event, January 17 

A Flip My Florida Yard event was 
held in Titusville on January 17. 
Several Sea Rocket members 

participated. Thanks to all who took 
part!

photography by Kimberly Gibbs 
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Sea Rocket Outreach Pioneer Day 
Feb 11th


We will have a booth at the 11th Annual Pioneer Day on February 11th 

@   
Sams House 

6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island 

10am – 4pm 

Free admission, $2 suggested donation for parking.  

Stop by and say hello! 

Plant Sale  
We’ll be holding the first of our 

spring plant sales on  
March 25th  

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 
Titusville,  

9:00AM – 1:00PM 

Mark your calendars now!
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Report: Pine Island 
Conservation Area Field Trip 

on January 14 

words & photography by Madeline Klinko 

T he  Pine  Is l and  Conser vat ion  Area 
(including the restored 1875 Sam’s House & 
education center) encompasses >900 acres 

in north Merritt Island. It is a joint project of the 
St. Johns River Water Management District and is 
managed  by  the  Brevard  Environmental ly 
Endangered Lands (EEL)  Program.  The area  is  a 
major  wetland  restoration  project  and  treats 
stormwater runoff to the Indian River Lagoon.

This year, our group of 7 covered a north area that 
consisted of mangrove wetlands, flatwoods, and 
hammock. A controlled burn had been conducted 
in the flatwoods/hammock within the past year. 
Some Slash Pines (Pinus elliottii var. densa) had 
heartwood “cores” higher than areas still covered 
with bark. Pine heartwood survivors look like 
(burnt) “dead” trees. Dr. Schmalzer told us that 
some remain many years post fire.

An individual Saw Palmetto (Serenoa repens) was 
spotted with odd curly leaves at the base.
Dr. Schmalzer said that this is an example of 
epicormic sprouting (dormant buds exposed to
light and air) in response to fire.

Slash Pine Heartwood 

Saw Palmetto Epicormic Sprout
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Bigleaf Marsh Elder (Iva frutescens) is a semi-woody 
evergreen that grows 3-10’. Because it is tolerant of 
salt water flooding and is hurricane wind resistant, 
it is valuable for coastal protection and dune 
restoration. Its serrated leaves have 3 veins.

Swamp Rosemallow (Hibiscus grandiflorus) grows 
6-10’ and is considered a wetland plant that grows 
in flatwood depressions and freshwater/brackish 
marshes. It attracts beetles and several species of 
butterflies, moths, and native bees. We saw a 
“flowering capsule” which had held the seed then 
opened after the pink part of the flower had died.

Bigleaf Marsh Elder

Swamp Rosemallow Capsules

Swamp Rosemallow 
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Ferns seen: Giant Leather (Acrostichum danaeifolium), Swamp (Blechnum serrulatum) and Virginia 
Chain (Woodwardia virginica). On Cabbage Palm (Sabal palmetto) we saw Golden Polypody 
(Phlebodium aureum) and Shoestring (Vittaria lineata).

White Mangrove (Laguncularia racemosa) lined the canals. The smooth, leathery leaves are up to 7 
cm in length, opposite, with a silvery to yellow-green cast. Oval in shape and rounded at both 
apices, white mangroves exhibit unique glands called extra-floral nectaries found on either side of 
the stem at the leaf base.

Before leaving, we thanked our leader Dr. Paul Schmalzer for finding plants and teaching us, 
especially on this cold, blustery day.

Water hyssop (Bacopa monnieri) is a semiaquatic perennial 
with creeping stems that form mats. The leaves are smooth 
and succulent, and the flower is tubular with 5 lobes, white, 
tinged with blue or pink. It is a host plant for the white 
peacock butterfly.

Sweet Acacia (Vachellia farnesiana) is an evergreen perennial 
multi-stemmed thorny shrub 8-20’ with fragrant yellow 
globe-shaped flowers. The leaves are finely divided into 
tiny, soft, fern-like leaflets. It’s in the pea family and the 
fruits are brown-red cylindrical seed pods. It tolerates 
occasional water inundation but can get root rot if too wet 
too long.

Water Hyssop 

Sweet Acacia 	 	 	 	 Photo by Laura Covel

Silverling (Baccharis glomerulifolia) is 
similar to Groundsel (B. halimifolia) 
except that the flower heads are not on a 
stalk for the former. Both tolerate 
inundation with brackish water. The 
showy cottony white masses are the 
fruits - tiny seeds (achenes) attached to
silvery plumes that float in the wind to 
disperse the seeds. The interestingly-
shaped leaves have a few teeth near the 
apex.



February 2023

Contact Sea Rocket: srsecretary@fnps.org                                                 8

Announcement: Fox Lake Sanctuary Field Trip
 

Saturday, February 25 
   

09:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 
This sanctuary was acquired in 2007 by the Brevard County Environmentally Endangered 
Lands Program with some additions in 2009 and incorporates about 2568 ac. Habitats 
include oak scrub, scrubby flatwoods, mesic flatwoods, extensive freshwater marshes, 
hardwood swamps, and parts of several lakes. Prescribed burning of scrub, flatwoods and 
marshes has been conducted since acquisition.

Directions to the group meeting location are included below. Please, refer to this 
information when planning your trip as street addresses for areas being visited may not 
always direct you to the exact meeting location.  
 
Directions: 

The entrance to Fox Lake Sanctuary is within Fox Lake Park and the street address is 
4400 Fox Lake Road. Take I-95 to St. Rt. 50 (Titusville). Exit and go east a short distance to 
intersection with St. Rt. 405. Turn left (north) on SR 405.

Note: SR 405 has sections that run North-South and East-West. Continue on SR 405 to 
Fox Lake Road. Turn left on Fox Lake Road and go to the end. Park entrance is at the end 
of the road. Take the park road to its farthest point by Fox Lake. Sanctuary entrance is 
near the boat ramp and the large pavilion.

Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 



February 2023

Contact Sea Rocket: srsecretary@fnps.org                                                 9

Small-leaved Mahogany: 
Swietenia mahagoni

by Tenzin Yeshi

February’s tree of the month may be foreign to 
many of us here in central Florida. Nonetheless, 
it is native to Florida and its fruit is interesting 
to behold. 

I was in the Keys this past December and 
noticed this tree I had never seen before. It was 
my first time in south Florida. Thankfully, one of 
the restaurants there had a mature, grand species 
in its center patio and had labelled it: Mahogany. 
We stayed at a friend’s house on Big Pine Key 
and in their backyard grew a young, fruiting 
species with many brown pods (3 to 4 inches in 
length). I picked one fruit for my seed collection 
but strangely enough, the fruit has been inching 
itself open slowly but surely. Four weeks after 
picking and it is a quarter of the way open, 
revealing a scaly, pine-cone like seed within the 
dry, hard shell. 

This scaly interior comprises of multiple 
individual seeds layered into an egg-shaped ball. 
Imagine a flattened tamarind fruit; and instead 
of many seeds in one pod, there is only one. The 
wing-like shape of this seed creates lift. 
Combined with its lightness, mahogany seeds 
are evolved to be dispersed by the wind. The 
seeds glide into spirals and appears to fly with 
the wind – which, I suppose, is exactly what it is 
doing. This dancing of the seeds in air is a 
beautiful sight to witness (even if only virtually 
for now) and one of many reasons I love trees. 
Every species or group has their eccentricities 
and it is a joy to discover them. S. Mahagoni with Fruits

S. mahagoni Seed Pod

Mahoganies grow in the tropics, hence the Swietenia mahogani’s presence only in the lower latitudes of 
our state. S. mahogani is known by many common names: Cuban mahogany, American mahogany, West 
Indian mahogany, small-leaved mahogany (contrary to Swietenia macrophylla, also known as big-leaved 
mahogany). 
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The name Swietenia is named after Dutch botanist Dr. 
Gerard von Swieten by a Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin. 
The genus consists of three closely related species – S. 
mahagoni, S. macrophylla, and S. humilis - and are all 
“tropical trees under Meliaceae family, which is 
characterized by winged seeds and bearing anthers 
between the teeth of the stamen tube.” (Science Direct, 
2020) 

“The natural ranges of…S. mahagoni are largely 
deforested; the ecology of these species in natural forest 
is little known” due to the sustained demand for their 
timber. Mahogany timber is beautiful, highly durable, 
and easy to work with. But all three mahogany species 
are restricted on international trade by the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
(Science Direct, 2004)

References

1. Swietenia mahagoni https://www.fnps.org/plant/
swietenia-mahagoni
 

2. Edward F. Gilman, Dennis G, Watson et al. 
“Swietenia Mahagoni: Mahogany” 2019 https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST608 
  

3. Saikat Dewanjee, Achintya Saha et al. “Big Leaf 
Mahogany Seeds” 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
agricultural-and-biological-sciences/swietenia
 

4. J.P. Cornelius, S.E. Ward et al. “Tropical 
Ecosystems: Swietenia (American Mahogany)” 
2004
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
agricultural-and-biological-sciences/swietenia
 

5. Convention of International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES)
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
agricultural-and-biological-sciences/convention-
on-international-trade-in-endangered-species

Seed Components & Leaf

Leaf & Inconspicuous Flowers

Leaf Structure 
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“Tropical Milkweed: Harmful to Monarchs and Florida 
Ecosystems” 

 
 Did you know that the International Union for Conservation of Nature recently added 
the monarch butterfly to their Red List as Endangered, or that the non-native Tropical 
Milkweed can actually interfere with Florida monarch’s migration and reproduction?

 
Check out the recent FNPS Palmetto article “Tropical Milkweed: Harmful to Monarchs and 

Florida Ecosystems” by Lilly Anderson-Messee for important information on one of Florida’s 
most beautiful and well-known butterflies.

https://www.fnps.org/assets/pdf/palmetto/Palmetto%2038-4_Milkweed_Messec.pdf 

Florida has 21 species of milkweeds, and we plan to have a few available at our next plant 
sale on March 25th at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville.

Report: General Membership Meeting on January 25 

Dr. Bonnie C. Wells with the University of Florida, IFAS in Brevard County spoke on:
 

“Attracting wildlife: Implementing the Florida-Friendly principle on landscapes across Brevard County”
  

Dr. Wells is working with golf courses in Brevard County to improve wildlife habitat in these 
areas. Wildlife-friendly management actions include maintaining larger out-of-play areas, using 
Florida-friendly landscaping, maintaining and enhancing wetlands, minimizing pesticide use, 

and controlling invasive exotics. Planting native herbaceous species for pollinators is also being 
done. Management plans document these steps and provide a basis for periodic review.

 
Did you know?

 
·       Golf courses can become Certified Sanctuaries through a program with Audubon 

International.
·       Some courses use low roped areas to discourage sandhill cranes from foraging on 

the greens.
·       Wildlife enhances the experience of golfers.
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New Board Member: Social Media Chair 
During the January 3rd Sea Rocket Board of Directors meeting, we welcomed 
Jill Whitson back to the Board. Jill has been a Sea Rocket member for many 

years, filling multiple roles. She will be our Social Media Committee 
Chairperson and lead for our Facebook page, which has recently been re-

established. Check out and sign up to follow our new page for more 
information on our Chapter’s events.

 
Search: facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps

Bylaws 

The Board of Directors is currently 
reviewing Sea Rocket Chapter 
Bylaws. If you would like additional 
information, feel free to attend a 
Board meeting, or speak with any 
Board member. Once the Board 
finishes their review, the Bylaws will 
be submitted to the General 
Membership for approval, and they 
will be forwarded to FNPS.

Budget Amendment 
Results


At the January 25 meeting the 
budget amendment to allocate 

$600 for materials for 
construction of a new cage to 

protect Tillandsia utriculata was 
approved.
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NOMINEES FOR SEA ROCKET CHAPTER OFFICERS

Sea Rocket Chapter Officers will be elected at the Annual General Membership Meeting 
on

February 22, 2023. Nominees have been requested in the newsletter and at general
membership meetings. Members of the Nominating Committee have discussed officer and

committee chair positions with a number of Sea Rocket members. No new nominations 
for

officers have been received. The current officers have indicated a willingness to serve for
an additional year. The slate of nominees, as recommended by the Nominating Committee,

is as follows:

•President, Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. (current President)
•Treasurer, Patti Larson (current Treasurer)
•Secretary, Laura Covel (current Secretary)

As previously discussed by the Nominating Committee, and at several Board meetings, it is
felt that candidates for Chapter Officers should have previous Board experience to be

considered as nominees. No previous or current Board members have indicated a desire to
serve as Vice-President. It is therefore the recommendation of the Committee, that the

position of Vice-President should not be filled at this time, with a goal of filling the 
position in

the future, as new people gain Board experience. As reported elsewhere in this newsletter
Jill Whitson has agreed to take on the Chapter Facebook page and has been appointed

Chair of the Social Media committee. We expected to add one or more Board members in
the near future. If you have an interest in learning more about what you can do to serve the

Sea Rocket Chapter, contact Laura Covel srsecretary@fnps.org.
Please join us at the February 22, 2023 Annual Meeting to vote for our Chapter Officers. 

Note:
Per Sea Rocket Bylaws, Article IV Membership, Section 3. Voting. Only members in good

standing shall be eligible to vote, participate in Executive Committee, standing committee,
special committee or Board of Directors meetings or serve as officers or directors in the

Chapter. Each member shall be entitled to one vote on any matter requiring a vote by the
membership.

Respectfully,
Paul Schmalzer, Patti Larson, Laura Covel
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42nd Annual Conference 
Virtual: April 28-29, 2023 

 
Big Days Out: Weekends in May 

Join us for Florida’s premier event focusing on the 
preservation, conservation and restoration of our 
natural lands, ecosystems, and local communities.   

The theme is “Adaptations.” 

Our 2023 Conference will be a two-day virtual 
conference on the last weekend in April and several Big 

Days Out throughout the state on different weekends 
throughout May. 

Registration will open on Valentine's Day. 
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February 2023 Events at the  
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

 
Nature Storytime 
Wed., Feb. 8th 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Geared 
towards ages 5 and under. Theme: Who Lives 
in a Tree? Learn about the different creatures 
who use trees as their homes. Registration 
required, please call 321-264-5185 to sign up. 
NO SAME DAY SIGN UPS. 
 
Garden Design: Native Plant Workshop 
Sun., Feb. 12th 1 p.m. 
Join Lois Harris for a native plant garden design 
workshop. Please bring a boundary survey and 
water. Graph paper, pencils, and rulers will be 
provided. Registration required, please call 
321-264-5185 to sign up. *Spots limited* 
 
Sanctuary School  
Wed., Feb. 15th 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Geared towards ages 6 through 12. Theme: 
Squirrels and Friends! Which four species of 
squirrel call Florida home? Join us to learn 
about them and a few other friends. 
Registration required, please call 321-264-5185 
to sign up. NO SAME DAY SIGN UPS. 
 
Off the Beaten Path Hike: Addison Canal 
Sun., Feb. 19th at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Join our Naturalists for a hike around the 
Addison Canal in areas that are not normally 
open to the public. Learn about the history of 
the Addison Canal, citrus, and giant air plant 
conservation efforts. Bring hiking shoes, water, 
and bug spray. Registration required, please 
call 321-264-5185 to sign up. *Spots limited* 
 
Friends of the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 
Program with Guest Speaker  
Sun., Feb. 19th 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Join the Friends of the Enchanted Forest 
Sanctuary (FEFS) for refreshments, music, 
games, and a guest speaker, Kay St. Onge 
with the Titusville Tree Team. 
 
 
 

FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter General Meeting 
Wed., Feb. 22nd 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Join the Sea Rocket Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society for their general meeting 
at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary. Featured is 
their annual officer elections and their guest 
speaker Clifton Best, who will be talking about 
honey bees.  
 
Coming Soon! 
Enchanted Forest Trail Run  
Sun., Mar. 5th 7:15 a.m. 
Join us for 10K Run, 5K Run/Hike, and Kids Fun 
Run at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary. 
Registration required, visit Enchanted Forest 
Trail Run Registration to register. You can also 
find more information about the race by 
visiting Enchanted Forest Trail Run Information. 
 
Tai Chi at the Forest 
Every Sat. in Feb. 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Join instructor Kate Perez for a beginner level 
class on the porch! Loose-fitting clothing, and 
a water bottle are recommended. Registration 
required no later than the day before class, 
please call 321-264-5185. SPACE LIMITED. NO 
SAME DAY SIGN UPS.  
 

Yoga in Nature  

Every Sun. in Feb. 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Join local yoga instructors for a traditional class 
for all levels on the porch! Wear loose-fitting 
clothing and do not eat anything an hour 
before class. Bring water and a 
mat. Registration required no later than the 
day before class, please call 321-264-
5185. SPACE LIMITED. NO SAME DAY SIGN UPS. 
 
Guided Hikes 
Openings Every Sun. in Feb. at 10 a.m. 
Enjoy a 45-minute guided hike. Please bring a 
hat, water and walking shoes. Registration 
required no later than the day before the hike, 
please call 321-264-5185 to sign up. NO SAME 
DAY SIGN UPS.
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All Sea Rocket Chapter meetings and activities are free and 
open to the public! 

SEA ROCKET FACEBOOK PAGE
o  Search: searocketchapterfnps

SEA ROCKET WEBSITE
o   https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/

SEA ROCKET CALENDAR
o   https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar/

Volunteer with Us! 

There are many ways to volunteer at Sea Rocket.
We heartily welcome Volunteers in all areas, including 

Committee Chair positions in: 

Nursery
Education & Outreach

Membership

SEA ROCKET NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES  

1. MS  WORD DOCUMENT 

2. TITLED, WITH NAME OF AUTHOR 

3. SPECIFY IN EMAIL, “FOR THE NEWSLETTER” 

4. IF PHOTOS AVAILABLE: JPG/JPEG (AS ATTACHMENTS) 

5. PROOFREAD FOR QUALITY 

6. INCLUDE TIME SPENT ON NEWSLETTER WORK 

EMAIL SUBMISSIONS TO: TENZINYESHI2022@GMAIL.COM  

DUE BY: 20TH OF EVERY MONTH 
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Executive Committee 

President 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD

Vice President 
Open

Treasurer
Patti Larson

Secretary 
Laura Covel

Chapter Representative
Open

Committee Chairpersons 

Membership 
Open 

Education & Outreach
Open 

Nursery
Open

Hike Leader
Paul Schmalzer, PhD

Newsletter
Tenzin Yeshi 

Social Media
Jill Whitson 

Hospitality 
Elizabeth Bishop

Board of Directors, 2022



Upcoming Calendar: 
February, 2023 Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 

Board 
Meeting 

@ EFS
6 pm - 8 pm

8 9 10 11 
Garden 

Workday 
Outreach 

Pioneer 
Day

Details on 
Pg. 4

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 

General
Members 
Meeting

23 24 25 
Field Trip

Details on  
Pg. 8 

26 27 28

Garden Workdays are 
held at the Enchanted 

Forest Sanctuary, 
Titusville.

Board Meetings are 
held on 1st Tuesday of  

every month @ 
Enchanted Forest 

Sanctuary 

Location: Enchanted Forest 
Sanctuary

444 Columbia Blvd.
Titusville, FL 32780

Time: Social @ 6 pm
Meeting beings @ 6.30 pm


