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Announcements

February 26" Annual Meeting:

Elections of Chapter Officers, Consideration of Bylaws Revisions, and Presentation
Elections: An open call for Chapter members to self-nominate, or nominate other members (with
their approval), for all 2025 Officer positions has been advertised beginning in October. It was
requested that all nominations be submitted by January 6, the day before the January Board
meeting.

The Nominating Committee’s report is included as an email attachment with the February Chapter
Update email and we will be electing our Chapter Officers, (President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer), during the annual meeting.

Bylaws: The Board of Directors passed a motion to approve draft revisions to the 2023 Bylaws on
January 7™ during their regular monthly meeting. Members have been invited to participate in
meetings when the Bylaws were discussed. A copy of the draft revisions will be emailed to members
prior to February 26" and presented to the Membership for consideration of approval at the annual
meeting.

Presentation: Speaker-Tim and Anna Hutchinson, Native Butterfly Flowers, Topic: Habitat
Gardening with Native Plants.

We Want Your Pictures! Volunteer Opportunity!

Beginning in 2023, our Chapter has been sharing a new presentation during our Membership
meetings called What’s in Your Yard? which includes pictures of Florida native plants from many
of our member’s own yards. Most of the pictures have been taken within a couple of months of the
presentation dates. We would like to remind everyone that it's always interesting, as well as
educational, to display pictures that show seasonal changes, so here’s another good reason to get
outside, even though it’s a bit chilly, and take some pictures for next time! If you would like to have
your pictures considered for inclusion in the presentation, please send them as 1mb jpgs, including
common names, to LauraCovel@gmail.com, either now, or later, when plans for the next
presentation are announced. If you need help resizing the pictures, we can provide you with written
instructions.

T-Shirts, T-Shirts, T-Shirts!
We’'ll have Sea Rocket Chapter T-Shirts for sale at our upcoming meetings and plant sales. The

shirts sell for $10.00, including tax and are a great way to advertise our Chapter while being totally
glamorous. Get yours soon!
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Facebook Page

We’'ll be able to share pictures and additional information on Chapter events when a Newsletter
Editor can be identified. Meanwhile, please visit our Facebook page to see a few pictures from our
recent field trip and other activities. https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps

Committee Chairpersons

Terms for Committee Chairpersons are for one year and begin in March. The following folks have
agreed to serve again during 2025: Membership-Beverly Lewis, Hospitality-John Stiner, At Large-
Jesse Baker, Social Media-Laura Covel, Plant Sales/Garden-Paul Schmalzer.

Open positions include Newsletter Editor and Education/Outreach. If you have any interest in filling
either of the two open positions, please contact any Board member or attend a Board meeting. The
Newsletter Editor position is vital to our ability to effectively communicate with our members, and we
would like to fill the position as soon as possible. Our Chapter Updates only includes minimal
information and there is so much more to share!

Board of Directors Meetings
The Sea Rocket Chapter Board of Directors generally meets at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at
6:00PM on the first Tuesday of each month. Chapter members are always welcome to attend.

Outreach Reports

January 4" Garden Workday On our last workday at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary,
Madeline, Beverly, Jesse, and a volunteer from the public planted 4 dune sunflowers and 4 scarlet
sage plants. They also worked on general garden maintenance. Everyone is invited to join us for
these workdays!

January 18" Field Trip to South Lake Conservation Area

Ten Chapter members attended this year’s Field Trip to South Lake Conservation Area, led by

Dr. Paul Schmalzer. We actually got to climb a hill, and it was fun to notice the changes in species
at different levels. We saw Florida natives Maypop (Passiflora incarnata), Sand holly (llex
ambigua), Camphorweed(Heterotheca subaxillaris) in flower, among others, and added Hercules
Club (Zanthoxylum clava-herculis), a Florida native and Giant Swallowtail butterfly host plant, to the
species list.

January 22" Membership Meeting Speaker: Martha Pessaro, Topic: Tillandsia utriculata

A big Thank You to Sea Rocket Chapter members Martha Pessaro, Lora Losi, Joanie Faulls, and
Kathy Mocko, as well as the Save Florida's Bromeliads Conservation Project team for their work to
conserve Tillandsia utriculata at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville. At last night's
Membership Meeting, we learned about Tillandsia utriculata, an important canopy plant which has
been severely impacted by an invasive, exotic weevil. If you would like to learn more about this
Project, contact srsecretary@fnps.org who can connect you with the group.

January 22" — 26" Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival

Many thanks to Elizabeth Bishop for being the lead for this year’s event, and to Beverly, Autumn,
Madeline, Jessica, Jesse, Laura, and Paul, for volunteering in our booth. The Sea Rocket Chapter
partnered with the Conradina Chapter this year and we had two adjacent tables full of information
on Florida native plants to share at the event. Special thanks to Beverly who brought the Beach
Creeper plant so folks could see one up close and personal!
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Upcoming Events Mark Your Calendars Now!

February 15t Garden Workday - 9:00AM-11:00PM  Volunteer Opportunity!

As part of our agreement with the Enchanted Forest for use of space to hold our meetings and plant
sales, the Sea Rocket Chapter maintains the Butterfly Gardens there. Volunteer Workdays are
scheduled from 9:00-11:00AM on the first Saturday of each month. If you would like to join us,
please bring water, garden tools if you have them, and dress for outdoor activities. This is a great
time of year to be outside!

February 8t Outreach Pioneer Day Sams House, Merritt Island Volunteer Opportunity!
Leads Beverly Lewis and Elizabeth Bishop will be coordinating our involvement in the 13" Annual
Pioneer Day sponsored by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and the EEL Program’s Sams House where
there will be Florida living history demonstrations, guided trail hikes, live music, children’s games,
food trucks, and more! htips://mipioneerday.com/

February 26" Annual Membership Meeting

In addition to Elections for Chapter Officers and consideration of Bylaws revisions, we’ll have
Speakers: Tim and Anna Harrison, Native Butterfly Flowers, Melbourne

Tim and Anna Harrison created “Native Butterfly Flowers Nursery” in 2015. They grow and sell Florida Native
wildflowers, shrubs, grasses and trees. With a focus on biological diversity, they design landscapes to create
habitat for the birds, bees, butterflies and other wildlife. Their mission is to provide a diverse selection of Florida
Native plants to homeowners, businesses and public facilities in order to create habitats that are useful for
wildlife, environmentally friendly and sustainable without the use of fertilizers or chemicals of any kind. They
strive to bring environmental awareness through outreach and education about ecosystem functions and
changing traditional landscaping practices and encouraging people to create areas where life can be abundant.

Anna and Tim opened their retail nursery at 82 SW Irwin Avenue in West Melbourne in the spring of 2020 and
are currently open Wednesday through Saturday for retail sales.

Tim Harrison has a Bachelor's in Conservation Ecology from Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah
Ga. and he has been working as a landscape designer and horticulturists in Georgia and Florida since 2005.

Anna Harrison has a Bachelor's in Forest Management and Conservation from University of Florida and she
has worked as an Eco-Tour Guide in Florida’s natural ecosystems and as an Environmental Educator for
Alachua Conservation Trust and in Brevard County public schools.

Their presentation is called Habitat Gardening with Florida Native Plants.

March 15th Plant Sale womunteer Opportunity!

Our first plant sale of the Spring season will be from 9:00am to 1:00PM on Saturday, March 15" at
the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville. A list of plants we expect to have available will be
posted to the calendar portion of our website about a week before the sale.

March 22" Picnic Fox Lake Park, Titusville

We have a new date and will be moving to a larger pavilion this year for our Bring-A-Dish Picnic
which will serve as the March membership meeting. John Stiner, our Hospitality Chairperson, will
be coordinating sign ups and he’ll have more information for you next month.
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April 2"-6t" SAVE THE DATE: 2025 FNPS Annual Conference Seeds for Tomorrow
The next Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be held April 2—6, 2025, at the
University of Florida Hilton in Gainesville. Conference schedule, and descriptions for field trips are
posted on the conference website. Registration for this year’s conference began last month and
members of the public are now able to sign up as well. Check out the QR code at the end of this
Chapter Update along with future communications for additional information.
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025

And More!
It's a busy time of year for sure! Be sure to check the list below for other events coming up in March
and April. We'll have more information on them next month!!

Dates to Remember

February 1. Garden Workday

February 4™: Board Meeting

February 26'": Membership Annual Meeting, Election of Board Officers, Review of Bylaws
March 1%t Garden Workday

March 4™: Board Meeting

March 8™: Field Trip, Location to be Determined

March 15": Plant Sale

March 22": Annual Picnic, Fox Lake Park, Titusville

April 1%t Board Meeting

April 2" — 6": FNPS Annual Meeting, Gainesville

April 12"": Garden Workday (2" Saturday due to FNPS Conference)
April 19": Plant Sale

April 26" Outreach Honeybee Festival

April 30'": Membership Meeting

Board of Directors

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Vice-President: OPEN
Treasurer: Megan McCormick Secretary: Laura Covel
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop Membership: Beverly Lewis

Newsletter OPEN - (Update: Laura Covel) Social Media: Laura Covel
Hospitality: John Stiner Education/Outreach: OPEN

At-Large: Jesse Baker

Want to know more?? For More Information...
On the Web

Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/

Sea Rocket Chapter Facebook Page FNPS 2025 Annual Conference
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