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Sea Rocket 
Florida Native Plant Society

North & Central Brevard County

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to 
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 

native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

November Speaker  
Brean Duncan

Topic: “Land Area Photography”
Merritt Island, Florida based Photographer, Brean Duncan fuses his love for photography,
environmental science and conservation to convey the essence, importance and urgency of

protecting wild landscapes.

If photography can be in a family’s DNA then Brean was meant to be a photographer. 
Brean’s grandfather, Preston Duncan was a very successful movie industry and military 

photographer, who helped establish the photography department at the ArtCenter College of 
Design in Pasadena, California. Preston was perhaps best known for his studio photography, 
which led him to photograph some of the most famous movie stars of his time. Photography 

has been passed down to Brean through his family where photography education was a 
constant in his life. 

Brean Duncan feels at home in wild and scenic landscapes. Born in Santa Barbara, CA, he 
grew up surfing and rock climbing, and at the age of 15 years old hiked the John Muir Trail. 
As he continued to climb peaks throughout North America, he began to cultivate his passion 

for Geography and Ecology. This love for the outdoors led him to study and receive 
bachelors and masters degrees in Physical Geography from the University of California at 

Santa Barbara. Subsequently, he joined the John F. Kennedy Space Center Ecology 
Program in Florida, where he published over 50 peer reviewed manuscripts in his 30-year 
science career. While a member of the Ecological Program he received his Doctorate of 
Philosophy from the University of Central Florida in Conservation Biology allowing him to 

serve as the Ecological Program Manager and Chief Scientist until 2021. 

Brean has refocused his energy and dedicated himself to capturing the beautiful and primal 
essence of nature, all the while hoping to convey the importance of conserving and protecting 

our few remaining wild landscapes and the organisms that inhabit them.
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Report: General Meeting 
of September & October 

Our September meeting was cancelled 
due to Hurricane Ivan.
Kristen Kneifl, from Canaveral National 
Seashore, has been rescheduled to our 
March meeting.
 
Our October speaker, Suzanne Kennedy, 
gave a wonderful presentation 
on Dicerandra thinicola and the 
importance of the Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program’s role in 
preserving this State listed endangered 
plant, which is endemic to Brevard 
County. 

Report: Fall Plant Sales 

Our September and October plant sales were 
well-attended and everyone seemed to have a 
good time. Thanks to Patti, Rick, David, Jill, 
Woody, Madison, and Laura for their help during 
the October sale. Between the two dates, the Sea 
Rocket Chapter helped over 232 Florida native 
plants find new homes! 
Stay tuned for information on our spring sales 
which are expected to begin in March.

October Speaker: Suzanne Kennedy

For more information on this beautiful plant, check out 
Dicerandra.com, or contact Suzanne via email at skfloravista.net.
Did you know….Dicerandra thinicola (aka Titusville mint, or 
Titusville balm), is endemic to Brevard County, which means it is 
only found in Brevard.
·      Was not discovered until 1986 and was first named and 
published in 1993?
·      85% of locations for this plant are found on land which 
is not in conservation?
·      Although animals have rights on private properties, 
plants do not.
We know now!!

Outreach 
& Participate! 

You can be part of the Sea Rocket 
Chapter’s outreach efforts by joining 
us at our booth during festivals and 
other local events. Be sure to stop 

by our booth on November 
19th at ECO FEST 2022, 

Sand Point Park, Titusville.
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Call for Research Track Papers and Poster Presentations 
Florida Native Plant Society 2023 Conference 

  
The Florida Native Plant Society 2023 Annual Conference will be held 
as a virtual meeting, April 29 and 30, 2023.  The Research Track of 
the Conference will include presented papers and a virtual poster 
session using the Whova platform on April 29 and 30. Poster 
presentations will be uploaded to the Whova site one week prior to the 
meeting (April 21, 2023) 
  
Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on research related to 
native plants and plant communities of Florida including preservation, 
conservation, and restoration. Presented papers are planned to be 20 
minutes in total length (15 min. presentation, 5 min. questions). 
  
Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be submitted as a MS 
Word file by email to Paul A. Schmalzer paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
by January 15, 2023. Include title, affiliation, and address. Indicate 
whether you will be presenting a paper or poster. Details on preparing 
and uploading a virtual poster will be provided when the abstract is 
accepted. 
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Announcement:  
 

FNPS 2023 Endowment Grant Research Awards,  
Conservation Grant Awards, the Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany, and Cornelia 

McNamara Grant 

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant 
program for the purpose of funding research on native plants. These are small grants 
($2500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support research that 
forwards the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society which is "to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant 
communities of Florida." 

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in 
Florida. These grants ($5000 or less) are awarded for a 1-year period. These projects 
promote the preservation, conservation, or restoration of rare or imperiled native plant 
taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities. To qualify for a Conservation 
Grant, the proposed project must be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter. 

The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide up to $1500 to graduate or 
undergraduate students who are studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the 
relationship between peoples or cultures with plants native to Florida or Florida 
ecosystems. These can be current uses or historic uses. 

The Florida Native Plant Society has established a Cornelia McNamara Grant 
program for the purpose of funding applied research on native plants and habitats, 
particularly those that are rare or imperiled. These are small grants ($1500 or less), 
awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support research that will yield data to 
inform the management for or restoration of native species and habitats. 

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web site (www.fnps.org), click on 
‘What We Do/Awards and Grants’. Questions regarding the grant programs should be 
sent to info@fnps.org.  

Application deadline for the 2023 Awards is March 3, 2023. Awards will be 
announced at the May 2023 Annual Conference. Awardees do not have to be present at 
the Conference to receive award. 
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Report: South Lake Conservation Area Field Trip 
by Madeline Klinko 

  
Two people joined the Sea Rocket chapter hike leader Dr. Paul Schmalzer at 
the South Lake Conservation Area on 09/24/22. Vegetation is primarily oak 
scrub, scrubby flatwoods, and mesic flatwoods. There has been extensive 
restoration by cutting, burning, timber thinning, and exotic plant treatment.  
The southeast trail section was roller chopped in late 2021. 

The small rolling hills are an example of the Atlantic Coastal Ridge created 
120-140 thousand years ago. The ridge runs along the east coast of Florida 
and is 20-30' at its highest elevations. Many species seen. Summer/fall 
bloomers more noticeable than usual. 
  

Centrosema virginianum

Hypericum tenuifolium
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Foxtail grass (Setaria parviflora) bristle tip in a 
foxtail shape on a very long slender stem 

Sweet Broom (Scoperia dulcis) branched 
stems, many small buds; flowers white, 
purplish 

Sand holly (Ilex ambigua) brilliant, 
translucent-appearing red berries, likes dry 
sandy soil 

Rough Hedgehyssop (Sophronanthe/Gratiola 
hispida) solitary flowers 4-lobed & white, 
linear leaves, low growing to 10” 

Blazing Star (Liatrus tenuifolia) tiny purple 
flowers along a tall stem, leaves larger at the 
base 

Vanilla Plant (Carphephorus odoratissimus) 
tiny purple flowers in flat clusters (corymb) on 
the top of a tall stem, leaves larger at the 
base 

Atlantic St. John’s Wort (Hypericum 
tenuifolium formerly H. reductum) 5 yellow 
petals with numerous stamens, leaves 
opposite and needlelike Liatris tenuifolia

Gratiola hispida
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Ilex ambigua

Butterfly pea (Centrosema virginianum) 
0.5-1” pink petal with white center and a 
spur at the base, on a thin twining or 
sprawling vine 

Persimmons (Diospyros virginiana) shrub 
size, leaves green, edges beginning to turn 
red 
  
Plants that predominate the area, seen on 
our January/February field trips to the 
area: 

Saw palmetto,  
Gallberry holly,  
Lyonias,  
Goldenrods,  
Winged Sumac,  
Vines (muscadine and smilax),  
Oaks (shrub size), and  
occasional Pines (mostly Slash, fewer Sand 
and Longleaf). 
  
We thanked Dr. Schmalzer for providing 
continuing education of ecology and native 
plants. 

Setaria parviflora 
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American Sweetgum: 
Liquidambar styraciflua 
by Tenzin Yeshi  
  
American sweetgum is native to central and eastern United 
States. Other common names include sweetgum, red 
sweetgum, or redgum, after the reddish-brown heartwood 
found in logs with a diameter greater than 16 inches. The name 
sweetgum refers to the aromatic gum that oozes from the tree's 
wounds. And the tree's distinctive fruit, with its woody, spiny, 
and rounded shape are referred to as the gumballs.  
  
Now that fall is here, L. styraciflua feels apropos as it is a 
deciduous tree, and the leaves turn at this time of year. Leaf 
colors can range from pale yellow to bright red to even purple. 
  
L. styraciflua leaves may resemble maple leaves but there are a 
few ways to tell them apart. While both sweetgums and maples 
have palmate leaf venations and serrated margins, the leaf 
arrangement on sweetgums is alternate, whereas on maples, it 
is opposite. Another characteristic of sweetgums is on the 
underside of the leaves, at the vein axles contain brownish 
tufts absent in maples.  
  
Trunks of this tree usually grow straight. They are a valuable, 
forest tree and are often found from wet river bottoms to drier 
uplands. They have a shallow root system.  
  
Sweetgum leaves are a desired menu item for the caterpillars 
of native Luna moths, which are endemic to North America.  

References 

https://www.fnps.org/plant/liquidambar-styraciflua 
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/liquidambar-styraciflua/ 

Liquidambar styraciflua

Fruits: Gumballs
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Announcement: Helen and Allan Cruickshank 
Sanctuary Field Trip

 
Saturday, November 12  

   
09:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
This sanctuary is a joint acquisition of the Brevard County Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program and the State of Florida, acquired in 1995 with later 
additions. Vegetation is pine flatwoods, oak scrub, and freshwater depression 
marshes. Prescribed burning, mechanical treatment of fuels, and thinning of pines 
have been done to restore habitat conditions. There has been a positive response of 
the Florida Scrub-Jay population to habitat restoration. Several rare plants occur in 
the sanctuary.
 
Directions: 

Central Rockledge just west of US Highway 1, 360 Barnes Boulevard.
 
From I-95: Take Fiske Blvd. Exit 195. At the intersection just north of I-95, go east on 
Barnes Boulevard 2.4 miles to the Sanctuary entrance and small parking area. 

From US-1: Turn west onto Barnes Blvd and travel 0.5 miles. The Sanctuary entrance is 
on the north side of the road. 

 
Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 
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November 2022 Events at the  
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

 

NOTICE: The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary education center & trails will be CLOSED Friday, 
Nov. 11th, Thursday, Nov. 24th AND Friday, Nov. 25th, 2022. 

 
 
Pine Needle Ornaments 
Sun., Nov. 6th 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.   
Join Yvette Flis for a class on how to make 
a pine needle ornament. Registration is 
required, please call 321-264-5185 to sign 
up. *Limited space* 
 
Nature Storytime 
Wed. Nov. 9th 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Geared towards ages 5 and under. Theme: 
Terrific Turkeys! Learn about wild turkeys 
through fun activities and crafts. 
Registration required no later than the day 
before the hike, please call 321-264-5185 to 
sign up.   
 
Garden Workday  
Sat., Nov. 12th 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Sat., Nov. 19th 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Grab your hat, sunblock, and water and 
come help maintain the butterfly garden 
at the Sanctuary! Registration required, 
please call 321-264-5185 to sign up. 
 
Sanctuary School  
Wed., Nov. 16th 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
Geared towards ages 6 through 12.  
Theme: Turkey Time! Come learn about 
wild turkeys at the Enchanted Forest with 
fun activities and crafts! Registration is 
required, please call 321-264-5185 to sign 
up. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter General 
Membership Meeting  
Wed., Nov. 16th at 6 p.m. 
Join the Florida Native Plant Society’s Sea 
Rocket Chapter for their General 
Membership meeting. Guest speaker Brean 
Duncan, will be giving a presentation of 
natural areas photography.  
 
Tai Chi at the Forest 
Every Sat. in Nov. 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Join instructor Kate Perez for a beginner 
level class on the porch!  Loose-fitting 
clothing, masks, and a water bottle are 
recommended.  Registration required no 
later than the day before class, please call 
321-264-5185.  SPACE LIMITED.  NO SAME 
DAY SIGN UPS.  

Yoga in Nature  
Every Sun. in Nov. 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Join local yoga instructors for a traditional 
class for all levels on the porch! Wear 
loose-fitting clothing and do not eat 
anything an hour before class. Bring water 
and a mat.  Registration required no later 
than the day before class, please call 321-
264-5185.  SPACE LIMITED.  NO SAME DAY 
SIGN UPS. 
 
Guided Hikes 
Openings Every Sun. in Nov. at 10 a.m. 
Enjoy a 45-minute guided hike.  Please 
bring a hat, water and walking 
shoes.  Registration required no later than 
the day before the hike, please call 321-
264-5185 to sign up.  NO SAME DAY SIGN 
UPS.
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The Future of the Brevard County Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program

[The EEL Referendum]

I n 1990 the voters of Brevard County established the Environmentally Endangered
Lands (EEL) Program by referendum adopting a 20-year ad valorem tax. In 2004 the

voters extended the Program with a second 20-year tax; however, this funding will end
in 2024. This November voters will have the choice to extend funding for the EEL
Program for another 20 years, to provide funding needed to acquire and manage
endangered lands, maintain public access to EEL Sanctuaries, and continue the

educational programs at EEL Management and Education Centers.

The list of accomplishments in the 32-year history of the EEL Program is long: 28,000
acres of lands acquired directly and through partnerships, $42 million in matching funds
for acquisition from the State of Florida, St. Johns River Water Management District,

The Nature Conservancy, and other entities, construction and operation of three
Management and Education Centers (Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, Barrier Island

Center, and Sams House/Pine Island Conservation Area), restoration and management
of natural communities on over 25,000 acres, and protection of many populations of

rare plants and animals. Acquisition and management further the EEL mission of
“protecting and preserving biological diversity through responsible stewardship of
Brevard County’s natural resources.” For additional details see EEL Program 30 th

Anniversary Report available at www.brevardfl.gov/EELProgram.

Through this history the acquisition and management of EEL lands has been guided by
scientific principles of conservation. Acquisition of EEL lands requires approval by the
science-based Selection and Management Committee (SMC). Sanctuary management

plans also require approval from the SMC.

Continued funding is required to complete land acquisition and to continue land
management, public access, and education. In the fragmented landscapes of Brevard

County, active management through prescribed burning and control of invasive plants is
necessary to maintain quality habitat and insure that populations of rare and sensitive

species survive.

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation,
conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of

Florida. The EEL Program is critical to furthering that mission in Brevard County. In
November you will have the opportunity to continue the EEL Program for another 20

years and extend its important mission.



November 2022

Contact Sea Rocket: srsecretary@fnps.org                                                 13

Bylaws 

The Board of Directors is currently 
reviewing Sea Rocket Chapter 
Bylaws.  If you would like 
additional information, feel free to 
attend a Board meeting, or speak 
with any Board member.  Once the 
Board finishes their review, the 
Bylaws will be submitted to the 
General Membership for approval, 
and they will be forwarded to 
FNPS.

ANNUAL ELECTION OF CHAPTER OFFICERS 
As a reminder, we will be holding our Annual Mee4ng on February 22, 

2023. We will be holding elec4ons for Chapter Officers (President, Vice-
President, Treasurer, and Secretary) during that mee4ng.  If you have 

interest in serving as a Chapter Officer, or would like to nominate someone 
else (and they agree to be nominated), please, submit your nomina4on 

to srsecretary@fnps.org no later than the December Board Mee4ng, which 
will be held this year on December 6th.  

2023 Budget 

On October 4, the Board of 
Directors approved a draft 2023 

Sea Rocket Chapter budget. 
This budget will be presented 
for approval by the General 

Membership at the November 
16th meeting.
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All Sea Rocket Chapter meetings and activities are free 
and open to the public! 

Find out more about Sea Rocket Chapter & Florida Native Plant Society. 

Sea Rocket Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org

For more information on FNPS: https://www.fnps.org/

Volunteer with Us! 

There are many ways to volunteer at Sea Rocket.
We heartily welcome Volunteers in all areas, including Committee Chair 

positions in: 

Nursery
Social Media 

Education & Outreach* 
Membership*

*Check out Page 15 for Chair responsibilities. 

SEA ROCKET NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES  

1. MS  WORD DOCUMENT 

2. TITLED, WITH NAME OF AUTHOR 

3. SPECIFY IN EMAIL, “FOR THE NEWSLETTER” 

4. IF PHOTOS AVAILABLE: JPG/JPEG (AS ATTACHMENTS) 

5. PROOFREAD FOR QUALITY 

6. INCLUDE TIME SPENT ON NEWSLETTER WORK 

EMAIL SUBMISSIONS TO: TENZINYESHI2022@GMAIL.COM  

DUE BY: 20TH OF EVERY MONTH 
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Board of Directors: Openings for Committee 

Our Board of Directors currently has two Committee Chair positions open:   
o   Membership:  Welcomes members at General Membership meetings.  

Promotes membership, sends welcome letters to new members, and shares 
monthly membership report which is compiled by FNPS at each Board 
meeting. A significant portion of the work for this position has been 
automated through FNPS. 
  

o   Outreach/Education: Assists in providing activities for sharing information 
on the Sea Rocket Chapter and our Mission with the public. It is not 
required that the Chairperson attend every outreach event. 

  
The Board of Directors is in the process of reviewing chapter bylaws and 
the responsibilities for these positions will be clarified during the review 
process. Please, contact any board member, attend a board meeting, or 
email srsecretary@fnps.org if you would like more information. 

   Sea Rocket Chapter Promotional Items 
If you have suggestions for promotional 
items, we’d love to hear from you. Please, 
send complete information required for 
ordering items including, but not limited 
to: vendor, suggested quantity, costs 
including set up fee, tax and shipping, for 
consideration by the board via email to 
srsecretary@fnps.org, or attend any board 
meeting. If you need additional 
information to place an order, (example: 
copy of logo, etc.) contact any board 
member.  

We’d love to hear your ideas! 
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Executive Committee 

President 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD

Vice President 
Open

Treasurer
Patti Larson

Secretary 
Laura Covel

Chapter Representative
Open

Committee Chairpersons 

Membership 
Open 

Education & Outreach
Open 

Nursery
Open

Hike Leader
Paul Schmalzer, PhD

Newsletter
Tenzin Yeshi 

Social Media
Open 

Hospitality 
Elizabeth Bishop

Board of Directors, 2022



Upcoming Calendar: 
November, 2022 Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Board 

Meeting 
@ EFS

6 pm - 8 pm

2 3 4 5

6 7 8 

Total Lunar 
Eclipse @ 
5:16 AM

9 10 11 12 
Garden 

Workday 
@ EFS 

Field Trip
Details on  

Pg. 10 

13 14 15 16 

General
Members 
Meeting

17 18 19 
Garden 

Workday 
@ EFS

EARSS Eco 
Fest

Details on 
Pg. 2 

20 21 22 23 24 

Thanksgiving  
Holiday

25 26 

27 28 29 30

Garden Workdays at the 
Enchanted Forest 

Sanctuary, Titusville, 
will resume on the 2nd 

and 3rd Saturdays. 

Board Meetings are 
held on 1st Tuesday of  

every month @ 
Enchanted Forest 

Sanctuary 

Location: Enchanted Forest 
Sanctuary, 444 Columbia Blvd. 

Titusville, FL  32780

Time: Social Time 6:00 – 6:30PM.  
Meeting begins at 6:30PM.

Note: We will be 
holding our annual 
Holiday Party the 
first weekend in 

December. Additional 
information will be 

provided soon! 


