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Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of native plants and their communities in Florida.

Announcements

Next Membership Meeting - February 25"

Election of Chapter Officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary)
Elections for our 2026 Board of Directors (Board) Officers will occur during our Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, February 25" at the Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program’s Enchanted
Forest Sanctuary, 444 Columbia Blvd., Titusville. We’ll have a social time from 6:00 to 6:30PM
when the meeting begins. All members in good standing are eligible to vote in these elections. The
2026 Nominating Committee Report is distributed with this Chapter Update for your review and
consideration.

Review of Bylaws

Annual review of Chapter Bylaws is included in our guidelines. The Board recently completed a
review of our current Bylaws, which received approval from the Membership on February 26, 2025
and they determined that no additional changes are required at this time.

A copy of the 2025 Bylaws is provided with this Chapter Update for your review and will be
presented for re-approval by the membership as part of the Annual Meeting.

Speakers: Tim and Anna Harrison

Tim and Anna Harrison created “Native Butterfly Flowers Nursery” in 2015. They grow and sell
Florida Native wildflowers, shrubs, grasses and trees. With a focus on biological diversity, they
design landscapes to create habitat for the birds, bees, butterflies and other wildlife. Their mission
is to provide a diverse selection of Florida Native plants to homeowners, businesses and public
facilities to create habitats that are useful for wildlife, environmentally friendly, and are sustainable
without the use of fertilizers or chemicals of any kind. They strive to bring environmental
awareness through outreach and education about ecosystem functions while changing traditional
landscaping practices and encouraging people to create areas where life can be abundant.

Anna and Tim opened their retail nursery at 82 SW Irwin Avenue in West Melbourne in the spring
of 2020 and are currently open Wednesday through Saturday for retail sales.
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Tim Harrison has a Bachelor's degree in Conservation Ecology from Armstrong Atlantic State
University in Savannah, Georgia and he has been working as a landscape designer and
horticulturist in Georgia and Florida since 2005.

Anna Harrison has a Bachelor's degree in Forest Management and Conservation from University
of Florida and she has worked as an Eco-Tour Guide in Florida’s natural ecosystems, and as an
Environmental Educator for Alachua Conservation Trust and Brevard County public schools.

Tim and Anna’s presentation will follow the Elections and Bylaws Review.

Committee Chairpersons

During the January 6" Board meeting, Beverly Lewis was approved as our Outreach and Education
Chairperson and Megan McCormick was approved as our Plant Sale Chairperson. Congratulations
Beverly and Megan!

Coordinating Chapter activities for our busy Chapter is a big job, which is facilitated by our small
Board. Please consider showing your appreciation to all our Board members some day soon. Even
better, volunteer!!

There are also many ways you can support our Chapter without being a Board member. Volunteers
are always needed for garden workdays, plant sales, as committee members, and at our outreach
booth during festivals and other events. Participating in field trips, attending membership meetings,
following our Facebook page, and sharing information with others about upcoming events are other
great ways to support our Chapter.

February Garden Workday — Date Change to February 14"

Our Garden Workdays are usually held on the first Saturday of each month, but this month, we’ll be
moving to the second Saturday, which is February 14". See the Upcoming Events portion of this
update for more information. We’ll be back on schedule for the March 7t workday.

Next Plant Sale march 21+ Volunteer Opportunity!

Plans are underway for our first Spring plant sale on Saturday, March 21st. Mark your calendars now
so you’ll have plenty of time to walk a trail or check out the Education Center while you're visiting the
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.

By the way, we sometimes have few plants remaining from our sales and they are generally available
for purchase from 5:30 — 6:15PM, immediately prior to Membership meetings, and also during the
Garden Workdays. Sea Rocket Chapter members are eligible for discounts!

What’s Blooming in Your Yard?

Remember to take a few pictures of your favorite Florida native plants and habitats during different
seasons so that when we have our next What’s In Your Yard? presentation, we can show members
how our natives look throughout the year. Don’t send in the pictures yet though, we’ll do a call out
when it’s time to prepare for the next presentation update.
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FNPS - Code of Conduct

The Florida Native Plant Society has approved a Code of Conduct which has two parts:
Section 1, approved March 20, 2025, relates to the State Board of Directors and Council of Chapters,
and Section 2, approved July 17, 2025, which covers Chapters and Members.

A copy of the Code of Conduct is posted on the FNPS website
https://irp.cdn-website.com/ea562199/files/uploaded/Code+of+Conduct Approved+2025.pdf
and is emailed with this Chapter Update.

FNPS - Eco-Action Alerts

FNPS is currently tracking policy across the state. You can sign up to be notified when your voice
can help protect native plants and native plant communities!

To sign up visit: https://www.fnps.org/ecoaction-alerts#. You do not have to be an FNPS member
to receive the alerts. Please help us spread the word!

Outreach Reports

e January 3™ Garden Workday

The Gardens Crew were very pleased that new member, Bradley, and his daughter, Summer,
came to the January Garden Workday. Jesse, Beverly, Madeline, Alyssa, Lonnie, Penny, and Paul
also assisted. Thanks everyone!

e January 21%-25%" 27th Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival
By Elizabeth Bishop
Nine Sea Rocket Chapter members volunteered for a total of 70 hours at the Space Coast Birding
and Wildlife Festival from Tuesday, January 20", when we set our table, to Saturday, January 24®
at 6 PM when we left our space as we found it. Some volunteered for 3 hours and others
volunteered for 20. Thank you, Beverly, Madeline, Jesse, Gail, Dique, Paul, and Elizabeth!

We were able to speak with many wildlife and environmental enthusiasts about the

importance of planting native plants that provide food and shelter for wildlife and

eliminate the need for artificial fertilizers and pesticides that negatively impact our lagoon. People
of all ages, from children to seniors, visited our table taking brochures and fliers, while the kids
especially enjoyed our wooden tokens. Folks photographed our information place card and asked
lots of questions.

Next year will provide another opportunity to support our Chapter by volunteering.

We hope to see you there!

e January 28" Last Membership Meeting
By Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D.
Nichole Perna, Land Management Superintendent for the South Beaches Region of the
Environmentally Endangered Lands Program, was our January speaker on the
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topic: Within the Tides, Managing Lands within the Archie Carr Refuge.

The southern section of the outer barrier island in Brevard County is a unique
environment. The vegetation includes species of subtropical distribution that are absent
or uncommon farther north. It is also the location of the Archie Carr National Wildlife
Refuge, which was established in 1989 to protect one of the most important nesting
beaches for Loggerhead and Green Sea Turtles in the world. The Refuge includes
lands acquired by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the State of Florida, and Brevard
County. The Richard K. Mellon Foundation also acquired and donated lands within the
Refuge. About half of the designated refuge is now in conservation.

The South Beaches Region of the EEL Program includes eight Sanctuaries and a total
of about 400 acres. Three of these Sanctuaries have regular public access. The
Coconut Point Sanctuary (62 acres) includes coastal strand, coastal scrub, maritime
hammock, and mangroves. A 1-mile trail loops through the site. The coastal strand and
coastal dune habitats are managed by prescribed burning. The Maritime Hammock
Sanctuary (150 acres) features high quality maritime hammock, tidal mangrove swamp,
and freshwater marsh; a 3-mile trail accesses the site. The Doc Ehrhart Sanctuary (34
acres) includes coastal dunes, coastal strand, maritime hammock, and tidal swamp; a
trail of about 1 mile traverses the site. This sanctuary was named for the late Dr.
Llewellyn “Doc” Ehrhart; the many decades of work by Dr. Ehrhart, his students, and co-
workers showed the importance of the Archie Carr Refuge to nesting sea turtles.

The Barrier Island Center is located at the Doc Ehrhart Sanctuary; it is the EEL Program
Management and Education Center for the South Beaches Region and serves as the
visitors center for the Archie Carr National Wildlife Refuge. The EEL Program partners
with the Sea Turtle Conservancy (STC) on education programs and outreach at the
Center. During June and July, the EEL Program, through its partner the STC, has a
limited number of spaces for the public to join a guided sea turtle walk from the Barrier
Island Center.

Preservation of the Archie Carr Refuge and other protection measures are part of a
conservation success story for sea turtles. Nesting of Loggerhead Sea Turtles in the
Archie Carr Refuge area has increased from about 5,000 per year in the 1980’s to
13,000 in 2025, while nesting of Green Sea Turtles increased from low numbers in the
1980’s to 23,000 in 2025. In 2025, 77 Leatherback Sea Turtles and 2 Kemp Ridley Sea
Turtles also nested within the Archie Carr Refuge. Sea turtles face ongoing threats from
climate change, coastal erosion, mortality from fisheries, and plastics in the
environment.

EEL Program South BeachRegion staff are also involved in Indian River Lagoon shoreline
stabilization using oyster mats and mangrove planting, seagrass restoration, and
restoration of clam populations in the lagoon.

For more information check out the website
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Upcoming Events ..« Dates to Remember

This is our busiest time of year. Mark Your Calendars Now!

Remember...All Sea Rocket Chapter events are free, and open to the public.
All Are Welcome! Tell your family, friends and neighbors!

February 3" Board Meeting

Chapter Members are always welcome to attend.

February 6" — 8" Florida Native Plant Society Annual Leadership Retreat

Paul Schmalzer, President, and Elizabeth Bishop, Chapter Representative, will represent Sea
Rocket during this year’s retreat which is being held at Archbold Biological Station near Lake
Placid.

February 7'" - OUTREACH Pioneer Day, Sams House, Merritt Island

Volunteer Opportunity! Lead, Beverly Lewis

We will have an outreach booth at the EEL Program’s Pine Island Conservation Area, Sams
House 14" Annual Pioneer Day on Saturday, February 7" from 10:00Am — 3:00PM. There will be
Guided Trail Hikes, Florida Living History Demonstrations, Live Music, 1875 Sams Cabin exhibits
and 1888 Sams House Tours, Local and State Exhibitors, and more! If you would like to assist,
please contact Beverly via email bslewis53@outlook.com. Check our Facebook page for
additional announcements.

February 14" Garden Workday Volunteer Opportunity!

We’ll be changing our Garden Workday this month from the 7" to the 14,

Show the planet some love with your loved ones while enjoying friends and nature! Please wear
close-toe shoes, dress for the weather, and bring water. You can also bring your favorite garden
tools if you would like, but we we’ll have gloves and other tools to share.

February 25" Annual Membership Meeting

Election of 2026 Chapter Officers and review of Bylaws will be part of the official business of this
meeting. Our speakers will be Tim and Anna Harrison from Native Butterfly Flowers, in Melbourne.
They always have wonderful presentations! For more information, see page 1.

March 3'Y Board Meeting

Would you like to know more about how our Board works? Attend a meeting! Better yet,
volunteer!!

March 215t Plant Sale, Volunteer Opportunity!

And just a few more...
March Spring Picnic — Stay tuned for the date!

April 18" Earth Day at Enchanted Forest and Plant Sale, Volunteer Opportunity!
April 22" Membership Meeting Speaker: Mike Owen
May 16t Plant Sale, Volunteer Opportunity!
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In Other News

e February 239 - 27 National Invasive Species Awareness Week
There are multiple categories of non-native and invasive species, many of which have established
populations in Brevard and throughout Florida, some causing significant damage. The Florida
Invasive Species Council last updated their listing in June 2025. The listing can be found on their
website https://www.floridainvasives.org/resources.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Education/Outreach: Beverly Lewis
Vice-President: OPEN At-Large: Jesse Baker

Treasurer: Megan McCormick Social Media: Laura Covel

Secretary: OPEN (Laura Covel, acting) Hospitality: John Stiner

Chapter Representative: Elizabeth Bishop Chapter Update: (Laura Covel, acting)
Field Trip Leader: Paul Schmalzer Membership: Beverly Lewis

Plant Sales/Gardens: Megan McCormick, Paul Schmalzer

Want to know more?? For additional information...
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org Facebook Page
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: hitps://www.fnps.org/
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