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Announcements

Social Time Before Membership Meetings

We have Social Time from 6:00 — 6:30 pm before each of our Membership Meetings, which are
generally scheduled the 4" Wednesday of each month. Exceptions are in March, when we have our
annual picnic, December, when we have our annual Holiday Party, and sometimes November,
depending on the Thanksgiving Holiday. This time is set aside so that folks can get to know each
other, purchase T-shirts, and check out and purchase any plants that may still be available from
recent plant sales. Those activities will no longer be conducted after our meetings so we can be
sure to exit the facility and Forest parking lot on a timely basis.

Our membership meetings are held at the EEL Program’s Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 444
Columbia Blvd, Titusville. They conclude by 8:00 pm.

June Membership Meeting

The next membership meeting will be at 6:30 pm on June 25", at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.
Our speaker will be Laurilee Thompson speaking on: The Indian River Lagoon: A Treasure Worth
Saving.

The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is a national treasure. Considered one of the most biologically
diverse estuaries in North America, its mangrove wetlands and salt marshes provide breeding,
nursery and feeding areas for a variety of organisms. Unfortunately, it's an estuary in transition, from
one of the most productive places on the planet to one of the most threatened. Plagued by decades
of human development, the IRL suffers from algae blooms, fish kills, and a devastating loss of
seagrass. Efforts are underway to reverse that trend and progress is being made. The IRL will never
again be wild and free as it was before development happened. However, it can be restored to a
system that will, with careful management, regain its role as a vibrant space where wildlife and
humans can thrive. From youthful days spent commercially fishing the IRL, to an activist's role sixty
years later, Laurilee Thompson has lived through the IRL’s best and worst times. Come and hear
her story.

Laurilee’s earliest memories are running wild and free on her grandfather’s fishing pier. As soon as
she could hold one, a fishing pole was gifted and thus began a life-long love of fishing and the
outdoors. She commercially fished the Indian River Lagoon as a teen and worked her way up to
running commercial longline fishing boats in the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. Laurilee left the

sea in 1987 to join her family at Titusville’s Dixie Crossroads Seafood Restaurant, where she is now
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co-owner. She has served on a variety of tourism, growth management, environmental, and fishery
boards. No longer a hunter of fish, Laurilee now concentrates on the restoration of her beloved
Indian River Lagoon.

Help Continues to be Needed

Newsletter Editor and Education/Outreach Committee Chairs are still vacant positions on the Board.
The Vice President board position is open as well. These positions are vital to our ability to
effectively communicate with our members, expose us to and inform the public, and thoroughly
chronicle our meetings. Please contact any Board member or attend a Board meeting if you would
like additional information. We can always use help at our outreach events and plant sales!

Board of Directors Meetings

Our Board of Directors meets at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at 6:00 pm on the first Tuesday of
each month. Chapter members are always welcome to attend. Their next meeting will be held on
June 3.

T-Shirts, T-Shirts, T-Shirts!

We still have an ample supply of sharp looking green, tan, and blue Sea Rocket Chapter t-shirts for
sale. The shirts are $10.00, including tax and are a great way to advertise our Chapter while being
totally glamorous. Note that they are 100% cotton, and pre-shrunk.

Sabel Minor and Palmetto

The Sabal Minor, a bi-monthly newsletter, and the Palmetto, which comes out several times each
year, are just two of the many benefits of becoming a Florida Native Plant Society member. These
communications have recently gone digital, and the latest Sabal Minor was distributed on May 9™".

ENPS Web Site

You'll be amazed at the information you can find on the Florida Native Plant Society’s web site
including information on many Florida native plants, how to locate a Chapter close to your area,
Chapter calendars, monthly lunch and learn series, and more! We’'ll be highlighting specific areas of
information in future issues, but you can begin learning now at https://www.fnps.org/.

2025 Landscape Awards Nominations Begin
From residential yards to commercial landscapes and from large-scale restoration sites to small-

scale wildlife and butterfly gardens, FNPS encourages Chapters, community groups, businesses,
professionals, government agencies, HOA's and individuals to nominate their own or others'
landscapes for recognition of their efforts to celebrate and highlight the benefits of native plants.
Submissions will open on June 2, 2025 and will close on August 1, 2025. If you have questions,
please email landscape-awards@fnps.org.
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Florida Wildflower Foundation (FWF)

This is a Florida non-profit organization that is committed to preserving and enhancing native
vegetation in the state. Since December they have been presenting monthly educational webinars
on botany (within the context of Florida natural plant communities), by Jim Folsom, Ph.D.
Recordings of these can be viewed and listened to at www.flawildflowers.org/webinar-series-botany-
In-context/.

One more webinar is left (live): Using Keys to Florida Plants, on June 18™ at 2:00 pm.
For more information on the Florida Wildflower Foundation see their website www.flwildflowers.com.

Possible Local Ordinance for Promoting Native Plants
Titusville City Council is considering a native plant landscaping ordinance requiring all landscapers

to plant a minimum of 50% native plants in future developments. The Florida Native Plant Society
supports the use of native plants in landscaping and the retention of native plants and native plant
communities. Sea Rocket chapter members Kimberly Gibbs and David Turcotte provided
expressions of support of this new native plant landscaping ordinance at the May 27" council
meeting.

A vote on the ordinance was tabled until July 22" at 5:30, where an entire hour will be given to
consider this and related ordinances. This meeting is open to the public. Anyone interested in
finding out more should contact Kay St. Onge (stongekay@yahoo.com) of the Titusville Tree Team.

Outreach Reports

Plant Sales
We sold 91 plants at our May 3" sale, and all remaining plants from the Spring season sales have

now been sold! We intend on having our next sale in October, when the weather is
cooler. Planning and holding a native plant sale are group efforts, and volunteers are greatly
appreciated. We will begin work for the October sale in August.

May Membership Meeting

Last month’s membership meeting speaker was Rebecca Bolt, from Bolt Outdoors, who spoke
about about how artificial dunes were created at Kennedy Space Center between 2013 to 2020, the
success and nature of vegetative cover following plantings on them, the relative impact of three
created dunes on the subsequent presence and activity of southeast beach mice and gopher
tortoises, and how those dunes withstood a series of hurricanes. It was impressive just how
successful she and her staff were in these endeavors, thereby protecting space industry assets and
relatively pristine coastal wildlife habitats!

Rebecca brought copies of her book; My First Birders Life List available for sale at the meeting. If
you missed her presentation and want information about the book, then check
out https://boltoutdoors.org/.
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Upcoming Events/Volunteer Opportunities

e Butterfly Garden Work
There will garden work time on June 7t at the Enchanted Forest, from 9:00 to 11:00 am. Mark your
calendars now and if you would like to join us bring water, garden tools (if you have them), garden
gloves and a sun hat, and dress appropriately. Since it is going to be getting hotter and hotter
outside soon, beginning in July we’ll be taking a break from scheduled workdays until the weather is
cooler. Volunteer Opportunity!

Thank you, Madeline and Jesse, for working on the garden last month! Madeline is researching
possibilities for new plant identification signs for the garden.

e Pritchard (Open) House
On June 24" the Pritchard House (a historic home in Titusville) will be open to the public, from
10:00 am to noon. Paul Schmalzer has been asked to attend to answer questions on Florida Native
Plants.

e Field Trips

We expect to resume fieldtrips in the fall when the weather is cooler.

Sea Rocket Chapter outreach events are free, and open to the public!

Dates to Remember

June 3" Board of Directors meeting

June 7™ for our next garden workday

June 18th for FWF's “Using Keys to Florida Plants” webinar
June 24" for open house at Pritchard House

June 25" for our next membership meeting

July 15t Board of Directors meeting

July 239 Membership meeting
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Board of Directors

President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. Vice-President: OPEN
Treasurer: Megan McCormick Secretary: OPEN (acting: Laura Covel)
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop Membership: Beverly Lewis

Newsletter OPEN Social Media: Laura Covel
Hospitality: John Stiner Education/Outreach: OPEN
At-Large: Jesse Baker Chapter Update: David Turcotte acting

Want to know more?? For More Information...
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org Facebook Page
Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar O]

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org
Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/
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