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Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket  
Chapter Update 

April 2025 

Announcements 
 

 Bylaws Revisions 

The 2025 Sea Rocket Chapter Bylaws, which were approved during the February 26, 2025 Annual 

Membership Meeting, were forwarded to the FNPS State Office on March 23, 2025.  A copy will be 

distributed to membership with the next set of draft meeting minutes. 
 

 Committee Chairpersons 

Reappointment of Committee Chairpersons did not occur during the March Board Meeting and are 

scheduled for April. 

All Committee Chairpersons are members of the Board of Directors.  Terms are for one year and 

begin in March.  All current Committee Chairpersons have agreed to serve continue to serve during 

2025: Membership-Beverly Lewis, Hospitality-John Stiner, At Large-Jesse Baker, Social Media-

Laura Covel, Plant Sales/Garden-Paul Schmalzer.  
 

 Help is Needed 

Open positions include Newsletter Editor and Education/Outreach.  The Newsletter Editor position is 

vital to our ability to effectively communicate with our members, and we would like to fill the position 

as soon as possible.  Laura Covel has been completing a monthly Chapter Update, but she is 

unable to continue to do so after this issue.  If you have interest in assisting with the Chapter 

Update, you do not need to make a full-year Board member commitment but will need to attend 

most board meetings in order to stay informed on Chapter activities.  Please contact any Board 

member or attend a Board meeting if you would like additional information. 
 

 Board of Directors Meetings  

Our Board of Directors generally meets at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at 6:00PM on the first 

Tuesday of each month.  Chapter members are always welcome to attend.  Their next meeting will 

be held on April 1st. 
 

 T-Shirts, T-Shirts, T-Shirts! 

We’ll have a new selection of Sea Rocket Chapter T-Shirts for sale at our upcoming meetings and 

plant sales.  The shirts sell for $10.00, including tax and are a great way to advertise our Chapter 

while being totally glamorous.   Get yours soon! 
 

 Florida Association of Native Nurseries (FANN) 

The Sea Rocket Chapter is a member of the Florida Association of Native Nurseries and our 

mission: To promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 

plant communities of Florida, complements their mission, which is Growing, planting, and promoting 
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Florida Native Plants for sustainable landscapes. Our annual membership fee entitles us to copies 

of the annual Guide for Real Florida Gardeners which we distribute ree to the public as part of our 

outreach materials. 
 

These informative booklets will be available at plant sales and other outreach events,  

 free of charge, while they last! 
 

 FNPS Action Item 

Please act by noon on Monday, March 31, to help stop this latest attack on our natural areas 

and on the ability of your local government to make its own decisions about controlling the 

plastic and other polluting waste that contaminates our rivers, beaches and coastal 

wetlands! 

Take a moment to email or phone members of the Senate Committee on Community 

Affairs.   Tell them to oppose Senate Bill 1822, entitled Regulation of Auxiliary Containers. 

Do “auxiliary containers” sound harmless to you?  That’s why they didn’t entitle this 

the Pollute Our Beaches and Rivers With Plastic bill.  SB 1822 is an invitation to pollute our 

coastal wetlands, beaches, spring-run rivers and pristine natural areas with plastic bottles, 

aluminum cans and polystyrene fast-food packaging.  It would give the Legislature sole authority to 

regulate where and when such packaging would be allowed, except they have no intention of 

ever regulating it.  They just don’t want your county or municipal government, or local park 

managers, to have any authority to do so. 

This bill would prohibit commonsense restrictions on where you could take or use such packaging in 

order to benefit fast-food merchants, bottling companies and other businesses who care more about 

their bottom line than about the pollution caused by their packaging.  If you’ve ever enjoyed 

recreating on the Weeki Wachee or Ichetucknee River, then you know how much cleaner the rivers 

have become since the managers of those State Parks prohibited paddlers from carrying such 

containers and packaging.  This bill would outlaw such policies.  We need more such limitations on 

where you can take or use such packaging – not NONE AT ALL. 

To our dismay, the Regulation of Auxiliary Containers bill was approved by the Senate’s Committee 

on the Environment and Natural Resources last week on a 5-3 vote.  Our best remaining 

opportunity to stop this backwards piece of legislation is when it’s heard by the Committee on 

Community Affairs next Monday afternoon.  

We have provided contact information for the members of the Committee below.  Please phone or 

email all of them if you are able.  Otherwise focus your attention on the Chair and Vice-Chair.  If one 

of the members serves as YOUR SENATOR, it is especially important for you to contact them and 

identify yourself as a constituent.  Ask the Senators to vote “no” on SB 1822, Regulation of Auxiliary 

Containers. 

Senator Stan McClain, Chair: McClain.Stan@flsenate.gov (850)487-5009 

Senator Randy Fine, Vice-Chair:  Fine.Randy@flsenate.gov (850)487-5019 

Senator Shevrin Jones:  Jones.Shevrin@flsenate.gov (850)487-5034 

Senator Thomas Leek:  Leek.Tom@flsenate.gov (850)487-5007 

Senator Kathleen Passidomo: Passidomo.Kathleen@flsenate.gov (850)487-5028 

Senator Jason Pizzo: Pizzo.Jason@flsenate.gov (850)487-5037 

Senator Barbara Sharief: Sharief.Barbara@flsenate.gov (850)487-5035 

Senator Jay Trumbull: Trumbull.Jay@flsenate.gov (850)476-5002 

https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23991&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23992&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23993&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=24000&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23994&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23995&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23996&qid=2056251
https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=23997&qid=2056251
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Outreach Reports 

 March 1st Garden Workday  

Thank you, members, for your tireless work in maintaining the Butterfly Gardens at the 

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.  Come join us or our next workday, which will be held on  

April 12th, the second Tuesday of the month, as the 2025 Annual FNPS Conference is being 

held in person, in Gainesville, from April 2nd – 6th.   
 

 March 15th Plant Sale 

Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, we are pleased to announce that 117 Florida native 

plants found new homes during our March 15th sale.  Our next sale, on April 19th, is also 

sure to be a good one! 
 

 March 22nd Spring Picnic 
Decisions to move the picnic to a different date and a larger pavilion were definitely the way to go!  
Our group had lots of room to move around, access to sun and shade, and plenty of room adjacent 
to the location, making this year’s picnic one of our best.  Thank you, John Stiner, for organizing this 
year’s picnic! 
 

Upcoming Events    Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 April 2nd - 6th SAVE THE DATE: 2025 FNPS Annual Conference Seeds for Tomorrow 

The next Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be held April 2–6, 2025, at the 

University of Florida Hilton in Gainesville. The conference schedule and descriptions for field trips 

are posted on the conference website. Check out the QR code at the end of this Chapter Update 

along with future communications for additional information.  https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025  

 April 12th Garden Workday 9:00AM - 11:00PM       Volunteer Opportunity!   

Our April workday will be held on the second Saturday in April, due to the FNPS Annual meeting in 

Gainesville. Mark your calendars now and if you would like to join us, please bring water, garden 

tools if you have them, and dress for outdoor activities.  This is a great time of year to be outside 

and RSVPs are never required. 

 April 12th Earth Day at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary     Volunteer Opportunity!   

We’ll have an outreach booth at the Enchanted Forest when they celebrate Earth Day 2025 on 

Saturday, April 12th.  There will also be over 200 Florida native plants for sale, guided hikes, 

vendors, live music, speakers, and more!   
 

 April 19th Plant Sale    Volunteer Opportunity! 

Our second plant sale of the Spring season will be from 9:00am to 1:00PM on Saturday, April 19th at 

the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville. As usual, a list of plants we expect to have available 

will be posted to the calendar portion of our website about a week before the sale. Contact Paul 

Schmalzer, schmalzp@digital.net  to volunteer. 
 

 April 23rd Membership Meeting – Note: The date for this meeting was incorrectly 

stated as April 30th in the March Chapter Update.  

  

https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025
mailto:schmalzp@digital.net
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April 23rd General Membership Meeting Speaker: Skip Healy, 

Skip is a Brevard native and grew up in West Melbourne.  He graduated from Melbourne 
Central Catholic High School and earned a Bachelors in Agribusiness with a Horticulture 
minor from Mississippi State University.  After college, he interned at The Land Pavilion in 
Walt Disney World's EPCOT, and since has managed greenhouse and nursery operations 
in Sarasota, Indian River, and Brevard Counties. 
  

Skip established Change of Greenery in 2018 to implement Florida native & edible 
landscapes that provide habitat to native pollinators and wildlife. He takes pride in using 
sustainable approaches, without the use of harmful chemicals, and in order to preserve 
Brevard’s natural beauty. He is a past President of the Florida Association of Native 
Nurseries (FANN) and is currently serving as a Director-at-Large. He was also the anchor 
for the Flip My Florida Yard project where several Sea Rocket Chapter members 
participated. 
 

 April 26th – Honeybee Festival, UF/IFAS Office, Cocoa Volunteer Opportunity! 
Our Chapter has participated in this Festival for several years and we’re glad that this year, the 

event has been moved from August to April!  It’s always a sweet time and we hope you’ll join us. 
 

 

Dates to Remember 
 April 1st: Board Meeting 

 April 2nd – 6th: FNPS Annual Meeting, Gainesville 

 April 12th: Garden Workday (2nd Saturday due to FNPS Conference) 

 April 12th: Outreach Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Earth Day Celebration  

 April 19th: Plant Sale 

 April 23rd: Membership Meeting 

 April 26th: Outreach Honeybee Festival 

 May 3rd: Garden Workday 

 May 28th: Membership Meeting 

 
 

 

Board of Directors 
President: Paul Schmalzer, Ph.D. 

Treasurer: Megan McCormick 
Chapter Rep: Elisabeth Bishop 

Newsletter OPEN – (Update: OPEN) 
Hospitality: John Stiner 
At-Large:  Jesse Baker 

Vice-President: OPEN 
Secretary: OPEN (acting: Laura Covel) 

Membership: Beverly Lewis 
Social Media: Laura Covel 

Education/Outreach: OPEN 
 
 

Want to know more??  For More Information… 
Website: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org 

Calendar: https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps 

Chapter Secretary: srsecretary@fnps.org 
Florida Native Plant Society: https://www.fnps.org/ 

 

Facebook Page 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/
https://searocket.fnpschapters.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapterfnps
mailto:srsecretary@fnps.org
https://www.fnps.org/

